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IV. The Ministry in Galilee, (4:14-9:50)(continued) 
 
Luke Chapter 9  Part 2:    verses 18-36 
Herod has asked, Who is this Jesus?  Luke uses a profound sequence of dialog and events to answer that 
question. As the ministry in Galilee begins to draw to a close, Jesus raises the level of teaching for his 
disciples, who will be called on to pass on the deposit of faith to the future Church.  
 
 
Peter’s Confession about Jesus  (vv 18-21) 
In Lesson 9 Part 1, we focused on the meaning on Peter’s confession and the requirement to not yet tell 
anyone else of this revelation. In Part 2, we focus on the identity of Jesus as the Messiah of God.  
 
As the text reveals, many thought Jesus to be the return of John the Baptist, or of Elijah or another Old 
Testament prophet. In the past, God spoke to His people through the prophets; as Jesus teaches, preaches, 
and heals, all pointing to the kingdom of God, the people wonder if they, too, have a prophet in their 
midst. But to think of him as the Messiah is as yet too far a stretch; besides the monumental impact that 
would have on everyone and everything, Jesus is simply to plain and poor – he does not fit the expected 
model that been “typed”, until now, by the powerful images of Moses, Joshua, Elijah and by kings like 
David.   
 
 
The First Prediction of the Passion ( v 22) 
 This is the first of three such predictions made by Jesus found in Luke. See also Mark 8:27-31 ; in both 
Gospels the first prediction follows Peter’s confession.  
 
Luke has foreshadowed this passion previously in Simeon’s comments to Mary at verse 2:35, and by Jesus 
in his reference to "the bridegroom" at 5:35.  The rejection of the Christ will be noted again by both Jesus 
and, later, by Peter in Acts,  Luke 17:25, 20:17, and Acts 4:11.  
 
Who does Jesus say will reject the Son of Man?   ____________________________________________________ . 
These three groups make up the Sanhedrin, which was the court of the “Jewish nation” sitting in 
Jerusalem, and permitted by the Roman Empire to exercise religious authority1.  
 
 
The Conditions of Discipleship   (vv 23-27) 
Jesus, in his solitude, was speaking to his 12 disciples about his difficult future. Next, he turns and 
addresses all the followers present.  As “the crowds” provide a regular setting for Jesus, we can assume 
that here, too, a crowd has now gathered as the day stretches on from its early morning darkness.  
 
Not only will the Son of Man be rejected and killed, his followers will also face rejection and persecution 
for His sake.  What three things does Jesus say all disciples must do? 

1.    
2.    
3.    
 

When Jesus says, “take up his cross” is he speaking to his future crucifixion? It is possible the text in Luke 
reflects a post resurrection comment by early Christians who are building on what Jesus may have 
actually said. In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus encourages them to “take my yoke upon you”.  

                                                      
1 Sacra Pagina, Luke, p151 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A27-31+&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lk+2%3A35&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lk+5%3A35&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+17%3A25%3B+lk+20%3A17%3BActs+4%3A11&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+11%3A28-30&version=NABRE
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One can also consider the imagery used in Ezekiel 9:1-11. God judges with death the idolatrous Jews in the 
city, but spares the truly righteous and repentant ones by marking them with a ‘X’ on their foreheads 2.  
This scene conjures to mind images of the original Passover (Exodus 12:1-30), when the doors of the 
Hebrews’ homes were marked with the blood of sacrificed spotless lambs. [As an interesting side note, 
Cain, after killing his brother Abel, is also marked by God for his own protection as he is sent to exile in 
the land of Nod; see Genesis 4:1-16. ] 
 
Jesus goes on to make several challenging statements (verses 24-26).  

• Which one challenges you the most? Why? 
• Do you have the faith to follow him as Jesus describes? What can you do to strengthen your 

faith?   
 
 
The Transfiguration of Jesus  (vv 28-36) 
The glorious transformation of the appearance of Christ is the most significant event between his birth 
and passion. 3 Jesus is declared, by none other than God the Father, the Son of God. The Voice in the 
cloud speaks again, just as it did at Jesus’ baptism (Lk 3:22) , the answer to Herod’s question.   
 
Moses and Elijah are present. They speak with Jesus of his “exodus” to come – his death and resurrection. 
Why? Possibly because the transfiguration occurs on the eighth day, as will the Resurrection, the event 
establishes Jesus’ identity leading to his Passion.  The eighth day in this context is the eight day after the 
previous Sabbath and signifies a new creation (Creation having taken 6 days plus one day of rest, see 
Genesis 1) . Peter is so overwhelmed with awe he wants to build three tents, or tabernacles, for the 
prophets to stay in, “but he doesn’t know what he is saying.”  Ambrose, a Doctor of the Church, explains 
that a human cannot build a Tabernacle for God4, and in suggesting so Peter is equating Jesus with Moses 
(the word of the Law) and Ezekiel (the word of the Prophets); Jesus is not their equal but he is Word of 
God himself, and thus is the Lord of the Prophets5.  
 
Also present are Peter, James and John. Why only these three of the 12?  Ambrose suggests, in his 
Exposition of the Gospel of Luke: 

This perhaps means none can see the glory of the resurrection except he who has preserved the mystery of 
the Trinity intact with the undefiled purity of faith. Peter, who received the keys of the kingdom, John to 
whom his mother was entrusted, and James, who was first to mount a bishop’s throne, ascended.” 

 
Write down in your own words what this Transfiguration event means to you.   
 
 
 
                  Think about Mercy:  Where or how is God's mercy demonstrated in these events?  
     Who is are the recipients of mercy, and in what way?          
 
 
 
Rosary Bead:   
The Transfiguration is the fourth Luminous Mystery. These can be prayed anytime, and the typical 
weekly cycle is to pray them on Thursdays.  
Here is one audio Rosary with the Luminous Mysteries, and the Scriptural Rosary in text . 

                                                      
2 Anchor Bible, v28, Fitzmyer, Luke I-IX, p785-786.  See also EBC, v6, Gaebelein, ed., on Ezekiel, p786. 
3 EBC, v8, Gaebelein, ed. “Matthew/ Mark/ Luke” p925 
4 Ambrose, ACCS, NTv.3, Luke 
5 Ephrem the Syrian, ACCS, NTv.3, Luke 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezek+9&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+12%3A1-30&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+4%3A1-16&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+1&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+1&version=NABRE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambrose
http://rosaryarmy.newevangelizers.com/prayers/free-rosary-mp3/
http://rosaryarmy.newevangelizers.com/prayers/scriptural-rosary-luminous-mysteries/
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Catechism Key:    
Paragraphs  444, 459, 555, 568, 697 
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   
 
 
Catechism Key – texts6 
 
444 The Gospels report that at two solemn moments, the Baptism and the Transfiguration of Christ, the 
voice of the Father designates Jesus his “beloved Son.”53 Jesus calls himself the “only Son of God,” and by 
this title affirms his eternal preexistence.54 He asks for faith in “the name of the only Son of God.”55 In the 
centurion’s exclamation before the crucified Christ, “Truly this man was the Son of God,”56 that Christian 
confession is already heard. Only in the Paschal mystery can the believer give the title “Son of God” its 
full meaning. 
 
459 The Word became flesh to be our model of holiness: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me.” “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.”74 On the mountain of the 
Transfiguration, the Father commands: “Listen to him!”75 Jesus is the model for the Beatitudes and the 
norm of the new law: “Love one another as I have loved you.”76 This love implies an effective offering of 
oneself, after his example.77 
 
555 For a moment Jesus discloses his divine glory, confirming Peter’s confession. He also reveals that he 
will have to go by the way of the cross at Jerusalem in order to “enter into his glory.”295 Moses and Elijah 
had seen God’s glory on the Mountain; the Law and the Prophets had announced the Messiah’s 
sufferings.296 Christ’s Passion is the will of the Father: the Son acts as God’s servant;297 the cloud indicates 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. “The whole Trinity appeared: the Father in the voice; the Son in the man; 
the Spirit in the shining cloud.”298  

You were transfigured on the mountain, and your disciples, as much as they were capable of it, 
beheld your glory, O Christ our God, so that when they should see you crucified they would 
understand that your Passion was voluntary, and proclaim to the world that you truly are the 
splendor of the Father.299 

 
 
568  Christ’s Transfiguration aims at strengthening the apostles’ faith in anticipation of his Passion: the 
ascent onto the “high mountain” prepares for the ascent to Calvary. Christ, Head of the Church, 
manifests what his Body contains and radiates in the sacraments: “the hope of glory” (Col 1:27; cf. St. Leo 
the Great, Sermo 51, 3: PL 54, 310c). 
 
697 Cloud and light. These two images occur together in the manifestations of the Holy Spirit. In the 
theophanies of the Old Testament, the cloud, now obscure, now luminous, reveals the living and saving 
God, while veiling the transcendence of his glory—with Moses on Mount Sinai,43 at the tent of meeting,44 
and during the wandering in the desert,45 and with Solomon at the dedication of the Temple.46 In the Holy 
Spirit, Christ fulfills these figures. The Spirit comes upon the Virgin Mary and “overshadows” her, so 
that she might conceive and give birth to Jesus.47 On the mountain of Transfiguration, the Spirit in the 
“cloud came and overshadowed” Jesus, Moses and Elijah, Peter, James and John, and “a voice came out of 
the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!’”48 Finally, the cloud took Jesus out of the 
sight of the disciples on the day of his ascension and will reveal him as Son of man in glory on the day of 
his final coming. 

                                                      
6 Texts copied from website of the USCCB.  http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#1/z    1June2016. 
 

http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#1/z
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#130
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#132
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#160
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#164
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#202
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#1/z

