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IV. The Ministry in Galilee, (4:14-9:50)(continued) 
 
Luke Chapter 9  Part 1:    verses 1-21  
 
The Galilee effort is coming to a close.  Jesus begins to test his disciples in their ability to become his 
missionaries for the Good News he is preaching.  Herod’s murder of John the Baptist leads to his 
confusion about who is this popular itinerant preacher. Peter, however, does grasp some key knowledge of 
who Jesus is, and his confession becomes a foundation for the future.  
 
~ Be sure to keep your notebook or journal current with your thoughts, questions, prayers during your study. ~ 
 
 
 
The Mission of the Twelve (vv 1-6) 
 
Jesus has prepared his closest disciples, the Twelve, and sends them out on their first missionary effort. 
This is an event that sets them apart as Apostles through whom Jesus will enact His Church.  
He gives them the authority to do two things: 

•  
•  

 
In verse 2 the Greek word used for “to proclaim” is κηρύσσειν, “kerussein”. This comes from the same 
root as “kerusso”, and “kerygma” which is a noun for the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus tells them not to move from house to house but to stay in one place while they are in a given town. 
False missionaries of all sorts typically moved about in order to take advantage of good hosts. Christ’s 
missionaries were to live at a higher ethical standard. 
  
Would you be able to follow these instructions?  Write down your thoughts about the challenge facing the 
new missionaries.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Herod's Opinion of Jesus  ( vv 7-9) 
  
Reflect on this brief passage.  Based on what we know from our study of Luke so far, write down your 
own answer to Herod’s question, “Who then is this…?” 
 
 
 
 
The Return of the Twelve and the Feeding of the Five Thousand (vv 10-17) 
 
Read this story silently, then again aloud, so your ears hear it, once.  Make your observations of who, what 
where and any details that especially catch your notice.     
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Note that the 5000 head count was of the men only.  The actual number of mouths fed that day were 
many times that with, at least, wives and children included.  The numbers of people (5000), organization 
(groups of 50), and food (5 loaves, 2 fish) have not been found to have any particular significance.  
 
 Looking at this entire episode, how does this passage suggest the Mass to you? See also Luke 22:19.   
 
 
 
 
 
Peter's confession about Jesus  (vv 18-21) 
 
Following on Herod’s confusion about who Jesus is, Jesus asks his disciples who the people say he is, and 
then asks them directly who they themselves think he is.   
 
Peter responds with the answer as best as he knows it at that time: Jesus is the Christ, that is “anointed” 
one, of God.  This corresponds with the concept of an anointed leader and judge for God’s people found in  
such passages as Psalms 2:2, Daniel 9:26, and Isaiah 9:6-7 and 11:1-16 .   As yet, he does not realize Jesus is 
the Son of God. 
 
In verse 20, we see again the command to keep his identity silent; this is also known as “the Messianic 
secret”.   At the time in the culture, the concept of the expected Messiah had developed a political 
connotation – one who would reign here on earth and overthrow the oppressive Romans. Jesus needed to 
enter Jerusalem at Passover didn’t want a premature claim by the people on him.  
 
Read Matthew 16:13-20 for that account of Peter’s confession.  Caesarea Philippi is a pagan region. Jesus 
and the disciples were near a particular place of pagan worship where a “Gate to Hell” , a cave with 
flowing water, was believed to be.  This setting would illustrate a very clear lesson for the disciples. 
 
In your notebook, write down your thoughts about Peter’s confession. Consider how profoundly 
important it is for the church  in which you worship.  
 
 
                  Think about Mercy:  Where or how is God's mercy demonstrated in these stories?  
     Who is are the recipients of mercy, and in what way?     
                  Write your answer in your notebook and prepare to share it with others. 
 
 
Rosary Bead:   
The Rosary is a Christocentric prayer. At least once this week, prayer a full five-decade cycle, with the 
mysteries for the day. As you do, consider that first mission outreach of the Twelve, the miracle of the 
loaves and fishes, and Peter’s confession. Ask the Holy Spirit to ever guard your heart and mind from the 
confusion experienced by Herod.   See #18, “On the Most Holy Rosary”  http://bit.ly/27xsG6g 
 
 
  
Catechism Key:    
Paragraphs   171,  153, 439 
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+22%3A19&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms+2%3A2%2C+Daniel+9%3A26%3B+Isaiah+9%3A6-7%3B11%3A1-16&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A13-20a&version=NABRE
http://bit.ly/27xsG6g
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
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Catechism Key – texts1 
 
153 When St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus declared to him that 
this revelation did not come “from flesh and blood,” but from “my Father who is in heaven.”24 Faith is a 
gift of God, a supernatural virtue infused by him. “Before this faith can be exercised, man must have the 
grace of God to move and assist him; he must have the interior helps of the Holy Spirit, who moves the 
heart and converts it to God, who opens the eyes of the mind and ‘makes it easy for all to accept and 
believe the truth.’”25 
 
171 The Church, “the pillar and bulwark of the truth,” faithfully guards “the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints.” She guards the memory of Christ’s words; it is she who from generation to 
generation hands on the apostles’ confession of faith.57 As a mother who teaches her children to speak and 
so to understand and communicate, the Church our Mother teaches us the language of faith in order to 
introduce us to the understanding and the life of faith. 
 
439 Many Jews and even certain Gentiles who shared their hope recognized in Jesus the fundamental 
attributes of the messianic “Son of David,” promised by God to Israel.38 Jesus accepted his rightful title of 
Messiah, though with some reserve because it was understood by some of his contemporaries in too 
human a sense, as essentially political. 
 
551 From the beginning of his public life Jesus chose certain men, twelve in number, to be with him and to 
participate in his mission.280 He gives the Twelve a share in his authority and “sent them out to preach the 
kingdom of God and to heal.”281 They remain associated for ever with Christ’s kingdom, for through them 
he directs the Church:  

As my Father appointed a kingdom for me, so do I appoint for you that you may eat and drink at 
my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.282 
 

 552 Simon Peter holds the first place in the college of the Twelve;283 Jesus entrusted a unique mission to 
him. Through a revelation from the Father, Peter had confessed: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Our Lord then declared to him: “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it.”284 Christ, the “living stone,”285 thus assures his Church, built on 
Peter, of victory over the powers of death. Because of the faith he confessed Peter will remain the 
unshakeable rock of the Church. His mission will be to keep this faith from every lapse and to strengthen 
his brothers in it.286 
 
1335 The miracles of the multiplication of the loaves, when the Lord says the blessing, breaks and 
distributes the loaves through his disciples to feed the multitude, prefigure the superabundance of this 
unique bread of his Eucharist.158 The sign of water turned into wine at Cana already announces the Hour 
of Jesus’ glorification. It makes manifest the fulfillment of the wedding feast in the Father’s kingdom, 
where the faithful will drink the new wine that has become the Blood of Christ.159 
 
2600 The Gospel according to St. Luke emphasizes the action of the Holy Spirit and the meaning of prayer 
in Christ’s ministry. Jesus prays before the decisive moments of his mission: before his Father’s witness to 
him during his baptism and Transfiguration, and before his own fulfillment of the Father’s plan of love by 
his Passion.43 He also prays before the decisive moments involving the mission of his apostles: at his 
election and call of the Twelve, before Peter’s confession of him as “the Christ of God,” and again that the 
faith of the chief of the Apostles may not fail when tempted.44 Jesus’ prayer before the events of salvation 
that the Father has asked him to fulfill is a humble and trusting commitment of his human will to the 
loving will of the Father. 

                                                       
1 Texts copied from website of the USCCB.  http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-
believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm  17May2016. 
 

http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#59/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#65/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#128/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#159/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#159/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#355/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#642/z
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm

