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IV. The Ministry in Galilee, (4:14-9:50)(continued) 
 
Luke Chapter 8   Part 1: verses 1-21 
 
Jesus’ ministry is becoming well established.  He is travelling throughout Galilee, and has formed his 
closest circle of friends who make up his discipleship team – 12 men and a few women.  Teaching in 
parables, he proclaims the Kingdom of God and begins preparing his disciples for their own preaching 
efforts in the future.  A few women become his closest supporters. 
 
~ Be sure to keep your notebook or journal current with your thoughts, questions, prayers during your study. ~ 
 
Galilean Women Follow Jesus  (vv.1-3) 
The band of Jesus’ disciples takes shape – 12 apostles and the women.  This passage focuses on the women, 
among whom are three leaders:  
 

1. ________________ , called __________________________ 
 

2. ____________________, the wife of  Herod’s steward  _________________ 
 

3. Susanna 
 

Read Luke 23:48-49 and 23:54-24:12 .  Write down the several actions of the women in these verses. 
 
 
The Parable of the Sower  (vv.4-8) 
Jesus used parables to illustrate in practical terms his teachings of the Kingdom, a far more intangible and 
difficult concept to grasp.  
 
People are travelling now, from _one__ town after __another___ to hear Jesus.  And yet another large crowd 
gathers. 
 
What happens to the seed the sower sows? 
 

• Some _____________ on the path and was ____________, and the _____________  _____________ it. 

• Some fell on ____________ ground, and it grew, but _____________ for ________________ of  moisture. 

• Some seed fell and grew among _____________________, and were ____________________ by the thorns. 

• So seed fell on good soil and produced  _____________________________ 

      
“Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear” , that is, to listen closely and think deeply about the lesson. 
 
 
The Purpose of the Parables (vv.9-10) 
The disciples ask Jesus for the meaning of the parable. Jesus points out that the Twelve are given 
explanations about the Kingdom, but others must learn from parables. Perhaps this is a nod to the 
responsibility of the Apostles will have one day to preach and teach the gospels to others.  
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+8%3A1-21&version=NABRE
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The Parable of the Sower Explained  (vv. 11-15) 
Read these verses through aloud once, then read it again and write down your observations.  How do you 
react and respond to this passage?  Write down your thoughts in your notebook.       
 
 
The Parable of the Lamp  (vv.16-18) 
As the parable of the sower is about the nurture and growth of the word of God in various types of people 
and experiences, the parable of the lamp is about those who hear the word of God.   
 
The Gospel Jesus proclaims is new teaching to the people, and Jesus is a different Messiah than many 
expected. While during his three years of ministry much of what he says is shared only with his disciples, 
one day it will be widely known.  
 
How do you place the lamp on the lampstand – share the Gospel?   Write down one or two examples of 
how you do, or, would like to, share words and/or actions specifically to help another know about Jesus. 
 
 
Jesus and His Family  (vv. 19-21) 
While Jesus is surrounded by the crowd, his mother Mary and other family members tried to join him.  
In this society, “brothers” can refer to cousins and other family relationships.  Mark 6:3  refers to “his 
sisters” as well (see the footnote for this verse in the NAB text).  
 
Looking at verse 21, read it aloud.  Now, reflect on all you know about Mary. Write down your response to 
Jesus’ comment – what do you think he meant?  (This is the first time in Luke we hear of Mary since 
Jesus was a boy.)  
 
Review Luke 7.  Apply Jesus’ comment to each person – the centurion,   John the Baptist, his disciples 
whom he sent to Jesus,  the sinful woman. 
 
 
                  Think about Mercy:  Where or how is God's mercy demonstrated in these verses?    
                  Write your answer in your notebook and prepare to share it with others. 
 
 
 
Rosary Bead:   
As you pray, consider the parable of the Sower.  Ask God to for his mercy to be shown to all people who 
hear his word; pray that all people will be given the opportunity hear his word.  
 
“Oh my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of Hell. Lead all souls to Heaven, especially those 
most in need of Your mercy. “   
 
 
 
Catechism Key:  
Paragraphs    546, 764, 2707 
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+6%3A3&version=NABRE
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
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Catechism Key – texts1 
 
368 The spiritual tradition of the Church also emphasizes the heart, in the biblical sense of the depths of one’s 
being, where the person decides for or against God.239 
 
546 Jesus’ invitation to enter his kingdom comes in the form of parables, a characteristic feature of his 
teaching.261 Through his parables he invites people to the feast of the kingdom, but he also asks for a radical 
choice: to gain the kingdom, one must give everything.262 Words are not enough; deeds are required.263 The 
parables are like mirrors for man: will he be hard soil or good earth for the word?264 What use has he made of 
the talents he has received?265 Jesus and the presence of the kingdom in this world are secretly at the heart of 
the parables. One must enter the kingdom, that is, become a disciple of Christ, in order to “know the secrets of 
the kingdom of heaven.”266 For those who stay “outside,” everything remains enigmatic.267 
 
764 “This Kingdom shines out before men in the word, in the works and in the presence of Christ.”163 To 
welcome Jesus’ word is to welcome “the Kingdom itself.”164 The seed and beginning of the Kingdom are the 
“little flock” of those whom Jesus came to gather around him, the flock whose shepherd he is.165 They form 
Jesus’ true family.166 To those whom he thus gathered around him, he taught a new “way of acting” and a 
prayer of their own.167 
 
1151 Signs taken up by Christ. In his preaching the Lord Jesus often makes use of the signs of creation to make 
known the mysteries of the Kingdom of God.17 He performs healings and illustrates his preaching with 
physical signs or symbolic gestures.18 He gives new meaning to the deeds and signs of the Old Covenant, 
above all to the Exodus and the Passover,19 for he himself is the meaning of all these signs. 
 
2668 The invocation of the holy name of Jesus is the simplest way of praying always. When the holy name is 
repeated often by a humbly attentive heart, the prayer is not lost by heaping up empty phrases,19 but holds fast 
to the word and “brings forth fruit with patience.”20 This prayer is possible “at all times” because it is not one 
occupation among others but the only occupation: that of loving God, which animates and transfigures every 
action in Christ Jesus. 
 
2707 There are as many and varied methods of meditation as there are spiritual masters. Christians owe it to 
themselves to develop the desire to meditate regularly, lest they come to resemble the three first kinds of soil in 
the parable of the sower.5 But a method is only a guide; the important thing is to advance, with the Holy Spirit, 
along the one way of prayer: Christ Jesus. 
 
2731 Another difficulty, especially for those who sincerely want to pray, is dryness. Dryness belongs to 
contemplative prayer when the heart is separated from God, with no taste for thoughts, memories, and feelings, 
even spiritual ones. This is the moment of sheer faith clinging faithfully to Jesus in his agony and in his tomb. 
“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”18 If 
dryness is due to the lack of roots, because the word has fallen on rocky soil, the battle requires conversion.19 
 
2847 The Holy Spirit makes us discern between trials, which are necessary for the growth of the inner man,152 
and temptation, which leads to sin and death.153 We must also discern between being tempted and consenting 
to temptation. Finally, discernment unmasks the lie of temptation, whose object appears to be good, a “delight 
to the eyes” and desirable,154 when in reality its fruit is death. God does not want to impose the good, but 
wants free beings. . . . There is a certain usefulness to temptation. No one but God knows what our soul has 
received from him, not even we ourselves. But temptation reveals it in order to teach us to know ourselves, and 
in this way we discover our evil inclinations and are obliged to give thanks for the goods that temptation has 
revealed to us.155 
 

                                                      
1 Texts copied from website of the USCCB.  http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-
believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm  December 21, 2015. 
 

http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#112/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#157/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#219/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#315/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#659/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#668/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#673/z
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#702/z
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm

