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IV. The Ministry in Galilee, (4:14-9:50)(continued) 
 
Luke Chapter 7  
 
This Chapter is especially beautiful with its focus on Jesus as the Messiah, and the coming of the 
Kingdom of God, manifested by His love, mercy, and forgiveness. We see the stark divide developing 
between believers and those who do not believe.   
 
~ Be sure to keep your notebook or journal current with your thoughts, questions, prayers during your study. ~ 
 
 
The Healing of a Centurion's Slave  (vv 1-10) 
 

A centurion was a Roman military officer with great power and authority over his men and could exert 
influence in the regional area he in which he served. As the name implies, he commanded 100 to a 
thousand men, and were paid well. Our centurion was wealthy  enough to sponsor the local synagogue.  
 
This passage is the encounter from which we get the words of the Mass, "Lord, I am not worthy that you 
should enter under my roof; but only say the word and my soul shall be healed." This centurion, despite his 
authoritative and powerful role in the region,  was so humble he did not even come out to address Jesus 
himself when he pleaded - through his friends - with Him not to enter his home.  
 

The centurion's model of humility is ours to emulate during each Mass. In your notebook or 
journal, write down your thoughts on this, and if you wish, share with the class.  

 
 
Raising of the Widow's Son  (vv 11-17) 
 

The city of Nain was located near Jesus' hometown of Nazareth. Look back at Luke 4:26 and read I Kings 
17:9-24 . After having been rejected in Nain for his reference to this Old Testament resurrection of a dead 
son of a Gentile, Jesus himself brings this Jewish widow's son back to life.   
 

• Luke 7:15 and I Kings 17:23 share a phrase:  _______________________________________________ 
 

• What do you think of this parallel?  In particular, where do you see God's mercy at work?  
 
 
The Messengers from John the Baptist  
 

What was John's question to Jesus?   
 
What signs of the Messiah does Jesus point to in his answer? (v22): 
 

 a) ________________________________________ 

 b) ________________________________________ 

 c) ________________________________________ 

 d) ________________________________________ 

 e) ________________________________________ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centurion
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Kings+17%3A9-30&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Kings+17%3A9-30&version=NABRE
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These are Messianic signs noted in the Old Testament.  Read Isaiah 35, making note of verses 4- 6, and 
Isaiah 61 , and compare verses 1-2 with Luke 4:16-20 and the last phrase in Luke 7:22.   
 

 
Next, look at Luke 4:28-29 and 7:23.  Jesus is talking about those who believe in him even though he does 
not look or act as many expected of the Messiah.  In our day, the question is phrased, "What would Jesus 
do?"  How do these verses give you insight to help you answer that question?   
 

 
Jesus'  Testimony to John  (vv 24-35) 
 

John was the last "Old Testament" prophet, and he was also the uniquely anointed messenger who would 
announce the imminent arrival of the Messiah  (Exodus 23:20 Malachi 3:1; Malachi 3:23; Isaiah 40:3  Luke 
1:76, 3:4, and 3:16) .  
 
Verse 28 seems contradictory when Jesus says "I tell  you, among those born of women, no one is greater 
than John; yet the least in the kingdom is greater than he."  What does this mean?   With the coming of 
Jesus and the forgiveness of sins, so also comes the Kingdom of God.  John is already arrested and will die 
soon. Those who follow Jesus - even those who are sinners and tax collectors -  will be in the kingdom, 
which is itself a greater thing than has yet been known in history.  John will not get to participate in the 
kingdom while he lives; he and all the OT prophets will be in the kingdom after death.  Jesus is saying 
that the kingdom will be so much greater than anything anyone has yet experienced, that even John will 
be less than the least who is in kingdom.  
 
But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected John and are rejecting Jesus.  As Simeon prophesied to Mary in 
Luke 2:34, contradiction is setting in among the people of God where Jesus is concerned.  The discord is 
like children in the schoolyard who taunt others.  
 
 
The Pardon of the Sinful Woman  (vv 36-50) 
 

The contrast between Pharisee and sinner becomes more stark with the story of the repentant woman who 
anoints the feet of Jesus. The host of the dinner does not honor Jesus when he enters his home, but the 
woman, who should be avoiding the interaction with the men, literally goes out of her way to honor Jesus 
and seek forgiveness.  
 

• What, according to Jesus, does the woman show in her adoration?    
 

• Why is this so?     
 
He turns to her directly and says, "Your sins are forgiven."  These words are a proclamation of the 
kingdom, where love rules over lack of-love, and sins are forgiven.    
 
 
                  Think about Mercy:  Where or how is God's mercy demonstrated in this chapter? 
                  Write your answer in your notebook and prepare to share it with others. 
 
Rosary Bead:  The Third Luminous Mystery of the Proclamation of the Kingdom of God. 
 

Download audio from Rosary Army or pray it online with TheHolyRosary.org , and there are many others sources. 
 
"Another mystery of light is the preaching by which Jesus proclaims the coming of the Kingdom of God, calls to 
conversion (cf. Mk 1:15) and forgives the sins of all who draw near to him in humble trust (cf. Mk 2:3-13; Lk 7:47- 48): 
the inauguration of that ministry of mercy which he continues to exercise until the end of the world, particularly 
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation which he has entrusted to his Church (cf. Jn 20:22-23)."   
Pope John Paul II. encyclical, Rosarium Virginis Mariae, 22.  
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+35&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+61&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+23%3A20%3B+Malachi+3%3A1%3B+Malachi+3%3A23%3B+Isaiah+40%3A3%3B+Luke+1%3A76%3B+luke+3%3A4%3B+luke+3%3A16&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+23%3A20%3B+Malachi+3%3A1%3B+Malachi+3%3A23%3B+Isaiah+40%3A3%3B+Luke+1%3A76%3B+luke+3%3A4%3B+luke+3%3A16&version=NABRE
http://rosaryarmy.newevangelizers.com/prayers/free-rosary-mp3/
http://www.theholyrosary.org/lightmysteries
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Catechism Key:    
 

Paragraphs 523, 589, 646, 994, 1386, 2583,  2610, 
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   
 

Links are to the USCCB Catechism, which also notes scripture texts and other references in the superscript notations for 
footnotes you will find on the pages of that Catechism.  
 
523   St. John the Baptist is the Lord’s immediate precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare his way.196    “Prophet of the 
Most High,” John surpasses all the prophets, of whom he is the last.197   He inaugurates the Gospel, already from his 
mother’s womb welcomes the coming of Christ, and rejoices in being “the friend of the bridegroom,” whom he 
points out as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”198   Going before Jesus “in the spirit and 
power of Elijah,” John bears witness to Christ in his preaching, by his Baptism of conversion, and through his 
martyrdom.199 
 
589   Jesus gave scandal above all when he identified his merciful conduct toward sinners with God’s own attitude 
toward them.367 He went so far as to hint that by sharing the table of sinners he was admitting them to the messianic 
banquet.368 But it was most especially by forgiving sins that Jesus placed the religious authorities of Israel on the 
horns of a dilemma. Were they not entitled to demand in consternation, “Who can forgive sins but God alone?”369 
By forgiving sins Jesus either is blaspheming as a man who made himself God’s equal or is speaking the truth, and 
his person really does make present and reveal God’s name.370 
 
646 Christ’s Resurrection was not a return to earthly life, as was the case with the raisings from the dead that he had 
performed before Easter: Jairus’ daughter, the young man of Naim, Lazarus. These actions were miraculous events, 
but the persons miraculously raised returned by Jesus’ power to ordinary earthly life. At some particular moment 
they would die again. Christ’s Resurrection is essentially different. In his risen body he passes fromthe state of death 
to another life beyond time and space. At Jesus’ Resurrection his body is filled 
 
994 But there is more. Jesus links faith in the resurrection to his own person: “I am the Resurrection and the life.”544 
It is Jesus himself who on the last day will raise up those who have believed in him, who have eaten his body and 
drunk his blood.545 Already now in this present life he gives a sign and pledge of this by restoring some of the dead to 
life,546 announcing thereby his own Resurrection, though it was to be of another order. He speaks of this unique event 
as the “sign of Jonah,”547 the sign of the temple: he announces that he will be put to death but rise thereafter on the 
third day.548 
 
1386   Before so great a sacrament, the faithful can only echo humbly and with ardent faith the words of the 
Centurion: “Domine, non sum dignus ut intres sub tectum meum, sed tantum dic verbo, et sanabitur anima mea” 
(“Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.”).  
219 And in the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom the faithful pray in the same spirit:  
732             O Son of God, bring me into communion today with your mystical supper. I shall not tell 

your enemies the secret, nor kiss you with Judas’ kiss. But like the good thief I cry, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” 
 

2583 After Elijah had learned mercy during his retreat at the Wadi Cherith, he teaches the widow of Zarephath to 
believe in The Word of God and confirms her faith by his urgent prayer: God brings the widow’s child back to life.33 
The sacrifice on Mount Carmel is a decisive test for the faith of the People of God. In response to Elijah’s plea, 
“Answer me, O Lord, answer me,” the Lord’s fire consumes the holocaust, at the time of the evening oblation. The 
Eastern liturgies repeat Elijah’s plea in the Eucharistic epiclesis. Finally, taking the desert road that leads to the place 
where the living and true God reveals himself to his people, Elijah, like Moses before him, hides “in a cleft of the 
rock” until the mysterious presence of God has passed by.34 But only on the mountain of the Transfiguration will 
Moses and Elijah behold the unveiled face of him whom they sought; “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
[shines] in the face of Christ,” crucified and risen.35 
 
2610   Just as Jesus prays to the Father and gives thanks before receiving his gifts, so he teaches us filial boldness: 
“Whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you receive it, and you will.”66 Such is the power of prayer and of faith 
that does not doubt: “all things are possible to him who believes.”67 Jesus is as saddened by the “lack of faith” of his 
own neighbors and the “little faith” of his own disciples68 as he is struck with admiration at the great faith of the 
Roman centurion and the Canaanite woman.69 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#150
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#168
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#186
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#276
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#368
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#638
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#644

