
Kerusso the Word 

Mercy in the Gospel of Luke        Luke 6 

 

Lesson 6    Answers                                                                ©MCSCarney      kerusso-the-word.net                                                                          page 1 of 5 

IV. The Ministry in Galilee, (4:14-9:50)(continued) 
 
Luke Chapter 6   
 
Jesus begins his public ministry. This is the three year period during which Jesus lives among the people, 
preaches across the land, chooses and teaches his disciples, heals the sick and infirm by using his 
miraculous power, and makes both friends and enemies. 
 
~ Be sure to keep your notebook or journal current with your thoughts, questions, prayers during your 
study. ~ 
 
 
Answers and additional Notes are found in purple font. 
 
 
Debates About the Sabbath      verses 1-11 

Jesus continues to be challenged by the Pharisees. Even "working" in order to eat does not follow their 
stringent interpretation of God's laws. 
 
1. Verses 1-2: Eating grains of wheat seems an innocent enough task, how can this break the law? 

God's law provided for the poor to glean from the fields. 
• Read Deut. 23:25; Leviticus 19:9-10 and 23:22; Ruth 2:1-7 

 
It also instructs not to work on the Sabbath. 

• Read Exodus 34:21 
 
Notes:  God provides for the poor by allowing them to glean grains and fruits in the fields of landowners 
and farmers.  See, too, that in Deut 23:25 the law allow some to take what one can eat, but not to store it 
up.  This is reminiscent of the manna in the desert - the Israelites were to collect only enough for the day's 
needs, not the next day's only for the Sabbath rest, they did collect two days of manna.  
 
 
 

2. Verses 3-4:  Jesus gives the Pharisees a lesson from the life of David, as he flees King Saul. 
• Read 1 Samuel Chapters 20 and 21. Note especially 21:1-9, David takes the bread of 

Presence to eat. This is not on the Sabbath, the law here is concerned with sexual purity. 
 

• Read 2 Kings 4:42-44. There is widespread famine in the land. The "first fruits" are 
reserved as an offering to God, yet Elisha has the people eat it. 

 
• Jesus's response affirms that the human need for survival trumps the law. 

 
 
Notes:  These stories underscore that God gave laws for the good of humankind. The laws teach us what 
is holy and right, such as sexual purity and honoring God with the first and best of what we have.  God's 
laws promote and lead to life.  So, as demonstrated in these stories, God would not intend for a law to be 
applied in such a way that it leads to starvation and possibly death.  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+6&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deut+23%3A25%3Blev+19%3A9-10%3Blev+23%3A22%3Bruth+2%3A1-7&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+34%3A21&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+20-21&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+kings+4%3A42-44&version=NABRE
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The Mission of the Twelve     verses 12-16 
Many people have begun to follow Jesus. He chooses 12 as his inner circle and Luke tells us that Jesus gave 
them the specific designation as 'apostles'.  We know little about them, but we do know Jesus was able to 
"set the world on fire'  (Luke 12:49) because of their commitment, obedience and faith to share the Good 
News.  

Read Matthew 10:1-4 
• What does Jesus give his apostles?     Authority, specifically over unclean sprits and to cure 

every disease and illness.    
 

• Write down in your notebook the names of the 12. Compare this list of names to the list in 
Luke.      

 
• Read Mark 3:13-19 

i. Why does Jesus call these 12 as apostles?  They would be sent forth to preach. The 
word  apostle means "messenger" .  

ii. Compare this list of names to the ones in Luke and Matthew. While some of the 
names are different among the lists, these lists are noting the same 12 people. This 
demonstrates subtle differences among the Gospel writers and emphasis of culture, ie, 
using a Jewish or a Greek perspective.  

 
        Matthew 10:2-4   Mark 3:16-19    Luke 6:14-16 
Simon called Peter Simon whom he named Peter Simon, whom he named Peter 
Andrew (Peter's brother) James,  son of Zebedee Andrew (Peter's brother) 
James  , the son of Zebedee John ,brother of James ;  

Jesus called the both of them 
"Boanerges", sons of thunder - this 
could mean they were strong willed, 
full of zeal, or that they were good 
preachers, or something else altogether. 

James 

John , the brother of James Andrew John 
Phillip Phillip Philip 
Bartholemew Bartholemew Bartholemew 
Thomas Matthew Matthew, 
Matthew the tax collector Thomas Thomas 
James the son of Alpheus James, son of Alphaeus James the son of Alpheus 

(may be the James who lead the 
Jerusalem church, see Acts 15 - 
this meeting of church leaders is 
considered the Council of 
Jerusalem) 

Thaddeus Thaddeus Simon who was called a Zealot 
Simon the Cananean Simon the Cananean Judas the son of James (the son of 

Alpheus; this James is also 
associated with the name 
Thaddeus; hence Saint Jude 
Thaddeus in RCC tradition). 
This Judas becomes known as 
Jude to distinguish him for Judas 
the traitor. 
  

Judas Iscariot who betrayed 
him 

Judas Iscariot who betrayed him Judas Iscariot, who became a 
traitor 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A1-4&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3%3A13-19&version=NRSVCE
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• Why 12 apostles? They reflect the 12 tribes of Israel; God will first evangelize His people, then 

the Gentiles.  In the Old Testament we see that Abraham's son is Isaac, and his son is Jacob. 
In Genesis 32:22-32,  God gives Jacob the name of Israel ("God contended") Jacob had 12 sons.  
Read Genesis 48 and 49 .  Joseph is represented by his two sons, Manassah and Ephraim.  The 
rest of the tribes are named for Joseph's brothers. Write down their names.  

 
Notes: The twelve tribes of Israel: Ruben, Simon, Levi, Judah, Zebulun, Isaachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, 
Naphtali, Joseph = Manassah and Ephraim (these 2 families = 1 tribe), Benjamin.  
 
 
 
Ministering to a Great Multitude      verses 17-19 , and, 
The Sermon on the Plain     verses 20-26 
 
Jesus addresses the people in what is known in Luke as the Sermon on the Plain (because he came down to 
a level place to speak).  This text, and its well-known parallel in Matthew 5, provide fundamental teaching 
from Jesus about how we should live our lives.   

 
Read Matthew 5:1-12. These are commonly called the Beatitudes and are found in the Sermon on the 
Mount . 
 
 Compare the two Sermon texts.  Do you find patterns of thought in the teachings?  
 
Notes:  Both sermons have similarities along with some differences.  The main thing is that these teach us 
how to live a holy life and follow the way of Jesus. Jesus preached across the Galilee and Judea for three 
years, so it is not unreasonable to view these two sermons as representative in content and meaning of 
many of his sermons.    
  
 
Love Your Enemies   vv27-36 
 
Jesus continues in his sermon on the Plain with profound challenges to his disciples - love your enemies 
and judge not. These are important strategies for all disciples to take to heart in order to positively impact 
effective evangelism.   
 
How to regard our enemies: 

• Exodus 23:4      When you come upon your enemy’s ox or donkey going astray, you shall bring it 
back. 

• Proverbs 24:17   Do not rejoice when your enemies fall, and do not let your heart be glad when they 
stumble. 

• Proverbs 25:21-22    If your enemies are hungry, give them bread to eat; and if they are thirsty, give 
them water to drink; for you will heap coals of fire on their heads, and the LORD will reward you. 

• Matt 5:44    But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 
• Romans 12:18-20       If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, 

never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;[a] for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.”   

 
Notes:  Biblical teaching to love our enemies runs contrary to what our sinful nature wants to do, which is 
typically to hate our enemy and wish them ill.  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2032:22-32
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+48-49&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+5%3A1-12&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans12%3A18-20&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-32522a
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A Tree Known by Its Fruit  vv 43-45 
 
Reading these two portions of text together give us two bits of wisdom that are also one piece.  A  fruit 
tree, to produce its best, must be rooted in good soil - a firm foundation -  that is conducive to growing the 
best fruit.  It is the same for each disciple of Christ.   

• We also bear fruit in our lives.  How do these verses apply to you?  
• Next, find these in your Bible and check off each after you have read it there : 

 John 1:3    All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. 
 Colossians 1:16      For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, 

the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; 
all things were created through him and for him. 

 1 Cor 8:6  yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom all things are and for 
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things are and through 
whom we exist. 

 Romans 11:36  For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be 
glory forever. Amen. 

 
Notes:  Jesus is the One through whom all things were created. Sin created a break with the Creator. 
When we chose to live as devoted followers of Jesus, we again are truly the fruit of the Creator. But to 
live a sinful life apart from Jesus, one is yet as bad fruit.  
 
 
The Two Foundations  vv 46-49 
 

• Read Malachi 1:6 and compare to verses 46. How are we to act once we hear the truth from 
Jesus?     What action will you take as a result of this lesson?  

 
Notes:  If we are raised in the church, or in the case of the Jews in the first century, we can easily think we 
are full members of the faith community. But if we do not really know and honor Jesus as Lord, we are 
not. We can say the word but if we don't submit to him as Lord and obey him, the word means nothing.   
 
 
 
           Think about Mercy:  
 
           Reflect on verses 27-36. This is an extraordinary mercy.  Ask God to help you live it out.  Write your          
thoughts, questions, concerns about this in your notebook or journal. Spend time Praying for your enemies.  
 
 
 
 
 
Catechism Key:        
Paragraphs      736, 857,  1575, 1972-1977, 2168-2173 
 
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   
 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=malachi+1%3A6&version=NABRE
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
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Catechism Key – texts1 
 
736      By this power of the Spirit, God’s children can bear much fruit. He who has grafted us onto the true vine will 
make us bear “the fruit of the Spirit:... love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control.”
129

“We live by the Spirit”; the more we renounce ourselves, the more we “walk by the Spirit.”
130

 (1832) 

857   The Church is apostolic because she is founded on the apostles, in three ways: (75, 171, 880, 1575) 

—she was and remains built on “the foundation of the Apostles,”
362

 the witnesses chosen and sent on mission by 

Christ himself;
363

 

—with the help of the Spirit dwelling in her, the Church keeps and hands on the teaching,
364

 the “good deposit,” 

the salutary words she has heard from the apostles;
365

 

—she continues to be taught, sanctified, and guided by the apostles until Christ’s return, through their successors 

in pastoral office: the college of bishops, “assisted by priests, in union with the successor of Peter, the Church’s 

supreme pastor”:
366

 
You are the eternal Shepherd 
who never leaves his flock untended. 
Through the apostles 
you watch over us and protect us always. 
You made them shepherds of the flock 
to share in the work of your Son.... 

367
 

 
1575    Christ himself chose the apostles and gave them a share in his mission and authority. Raised to the Father’s 
right hand, he has not forsaken his flock but he keeps it under his constant protection through the apostles, and 
guides it still through these same pastors who continue his work today.

61
Thus, it is Christ whose gift it is that some 

be apostles, others pastors. He continues to act through the bishops.
62

 (857) 
 
1972    The New Law is called a law of love because it makes us act out of the love infused by the Holy Spirit, rather 
than from fear; a law of grace, because it confers the strength of grace to act, by means of faith and the sacraments; 
a law of freedom, because it sets us free from the ritual and juridical observances of the Old Law, inclines us to act 
spontaneously by the prompting of charity and, finally, lets us pass from the condition of a servant who “does not 
know what his master is doing” to that of a friend of Christ — “For all that I have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you”—or even to the status of son and heir.

31
 (782, 1828) 

 
1825    Christ died out of love for us, while we were still “enemies.”

100
 The Lord asks us to love as he does, even 

our enemies, to make ourselves the neighbor of those farthest away, and to love children and the poor as Christ 
himself.

101
 (604) 

The Apostle Paul has given an incomparable depiction of charity: “charity is patient and kind, charity is not 
jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Charity does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Charity bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.”

102
 

 
2168  The third commandment of the Decalogue recalls the holiness of the sabbath: “The seventh day is a sabbath of 
solemn rest, holy to the LORD.”

92 

2172  God’s action is the model for human action. If God “rested and was refreshed” on the seventh day, man too 

ought to “rest” and should let others, especially the poor, “be refreshed.”
96

 The sabbath brings everyday work to a 

halt and provides a respite. It is a day of protest against the servitude of work and the worship of money.
97

 (2184) 
 

                                                      
1 Texts copied from website of the USCCB.  http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-
believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm  . 
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