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IV. The Ministry in Galilee, (4:14-9:50)(continued) 
 
Luke Chapter 5   
 
Answers and additional Notes are found in purple font. 
 
Simon was a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee, and was based in the town of Capernaum.  His mother in 
law was healed by Jesus in the previous chapter, so we can perhaps assume Jesus already knew Simon 
when the time came to call him as a disciple.  Jesus goes on to heal two men - a leper and a paralytic. With 
each healing is a theme of redemption.  As he then calls Levi, also known as Matthew, Jesus uses the 
image of a physician healing the sick to refer  to his ministry. Closing the chapter, Luke brings on a 
comparison of Jesus with his cousin, John the Baptist, and between old and new wine and wineskins. . 
  
~ Be sure to keep your notebook or journal current with your thoughts, questions, prayers during your study. ~ 
 
The Call of Simon the Fisherman (vv1-11) 
This is a wonderful story, Take the time to read it through once, then again, aloud.  Write down your 
observations - who, what, when, where, why. Imagine yourself in Peter's place - how would you respond?  
 
Verses  6-7:  Luke reports on a miraculous catch of fish. Imagine yourself witnessing this event, as one of 
the local fishermen or other neighbors would have. What in this scene most impresses you?  Read the 
post-resurrection story in John 21:1-11 , and compare the two stories.  Why 153 fish in John's gospel - there 
were, at that time, 153 species of fish known. In the context of the story these fish represent all the nations, 
or people -groups, of the world.  
 
Notes: Casting nets in the water is symbolic of evangelism. In both stories, sharing the Gospel is 
the primary goal of the Lord, and he begins to do so in a universal sense through his first apostles, 
lead by Peter.  
 
 
The Cleansing of the Leper (vv12-16) 
Verses 12-13:  “Leprosy” as a word was applied in the past to mean a variety of different skin diseases; it 
could even apply to mold in a house (and presumably the suspicion the inhabitants themselves carried it.) 
See the Wikipedia article on Tzaraath (read also the Talk page for this entry to see he discussion of how to 
present this topic)    “Leprosy” used today applies to a smaller range of skin diseases, one of which is also 
known as Hansen’s disease.   Whatever the case may be for Leprosy, we can understand it as a condition 
that disfiguration, pain, and/or discomfort for the afflicted and fear among the people.  
 
Read Leviticus 13-14 . Note these three things:  the varieties described, what the afflicted must do, and the 
role of the priest. 

In Luke, the man with leprosy was not observing the restrictions on social contact, and approached 
Jesus, falling before him and asking for healing. How desperate was this man?    

 
Notes: These two chapters in Leviticus read like a medical text book! RK Harrison, an Old 
Testament scholar, refers to the “priest-physician”.  The laws of the Jewish community were the 
only ones in ancient society to consider public health.  Many of these diseases, not necessarily 
what we know as leprosy, include rashes, boils/inflammation, some infectious, others not. If 
infectious, quarantine was the only known solution, used, at least, to stop the spread.  “White”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+21%3A1-11&version=NRSVCE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tzaraath
http://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/guide/leprosy-symptoms-treatments-history
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+13-14&version=NRSVCE
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solutions for clothes care after having such a disease range from washing, to cutting, to burning, 
depending on the material.   
 
These guidelines inform our reading of Luke 5:12-16.  The man with leprosy does not hide in 
quarantine, but has come to find Jesus to ask for healing, and even throws himself at Jesus’ feet.   
This demonstrates that, somehow, the man, and others, know Jesus is someone very special and 
the rules are changing with his presence.  The man wants to be healed, and he is willing to test 
this new paradigm in public, where, at least, he might be ostracized for his actions.  
 
 
 
The Healing of the Paralytic 
As Jesus is preaching in area towns, and calling his disciples to follow him, people seek him out for 
healing.  Some come to Jesus with growing faith, and others come only to watch in doubt. 
 
Verses 17-23: Note the contrasts in this story - the men who take action in faith and the Pharisees who 
debate out of doubt.  Write down your reflections on this story as you apply it to your own faith walk.  
What do the words of Jesus in verses 22-23 mean to you?          
 
Verses 24-26: Jesus refers to himself as the Son of Man. The term. "Son of man" is used throughout this 
Gospel, as well as the Gospel of Mark (see this healing story in Mark 2:1-12 ). There is a good deal of 
debate about the use of this term, which is first found in the Old Testament -  it's meaning, who is using 
it, etc. For our purposes, look at the specific instance of its use in the context of a particular text: it may be 
used to underscore the identity of a man (such as Ezekiel), or to point to the humanity of Jesus, or to 
emphasize an eschatological theme in a text ("eschatalogy" is theology concerned with final events or the 
ultimate fate of mankind).        
 

• Read Ezekiel 2:1-10 in the New American Bible Revised Edition  (NABRE), and compare to the 
New Revised Standard version Catholic edition (NRSVCE). 
 
Notes:  In this text, “Son of man” and “Mortal” are interchangeable. God is emphasizing 
that Ezekiel, and the rest of us, are humans, whom God can use to serve the Kingdom and 
participate in His plans if we obey Him. His plans include salvation for all, and God is 
using Ezekiel to give warning to the people who disobey. 
 
 

• Read  Daniel 7:1-14 in the NABRE  and compare verse 13 to the NRSVCE (in both, all of Chapter 7 
is presented for you with these hyperlinks)  
 
Notes:  In this text, “Son of man” refers to one who is like human. The NABRE provides 

this study note, which is a good explanation: 
 

One like a son of man: In contrast to the worldly kingdoms opposed to God, 
which are represented as grotesque beasts, the coming Kingdom of God is 
represented by a human figure. Scholars disagree as to whether this figure should be 
taken as a collective symbol for the people of God (cf. 7:27) or identified as a 
particular individual, e.g., the archangel Michael (cf.12:1) or the messiah. The phrase 
“Son of Man” becomes a tit le for Jesus in the gospels, especially in passages dealing 
with the Second Coming (Mk 13 and parallels). 

 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+2%3A1-12&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezek+2&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezek+2&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+7&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+7&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Dan.7.27&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Dan.12.1&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark.13&version=NABRE
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The Call of Levi (vv27-32) 
The tax collector Levi, also called Matthew and the author of that Gospel, responds to the call of 
Jesus instantly. His response challenges the reader, as well as the Pharisees, with a profound 
example of discipleship. 
 

Verses 27 - 28: These verses are striking to the reader as there is no indication Levi had 
encountered Jesus previously or had been thinking of becoming a disciple. 
 

Verses 29 - 30: Tax collectors and sinners, who were gathered together as the guests in Levi’s home, 
would have been outcasts among their own people, the Jews. As such, they would not have been 
permitted in the Temple. Knowing this, what is the story within a story you find in these two verses? 

 
Notes:  For the Jew, the Temple represented the dwelling place of God.  Levi was ostracized from 

attending worship in the synagogue and in the Temple. But, now he and the other sinners are, 

each one, the temple of the Holy Spirit, and Jesus Himself is the Temple of God. In John 2 we 

read: 
19 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews 

said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in three 

days?”21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 

And, believers are the temple for the Holy Spirit. I Cor 3:16-17 “Do you not know that you are a temple of 

God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, 

for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.” 

See also the Catechism, 1197    Christ is the true temple of God, “the place where his glory dwells”; by the 

grace of God, Christians also become temples of the Holy Spirit, living stones out of which the Church is 

built. 

 
The Question About Fasting 
Verse 33 :  John the Baptist was a Nazarite (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazirite ).  As such, he lived 
according to vows to live an austere life, drink no alcohol, and not cut his hair.  Jesus was not a Nazirite 
and he and his disciples would not be expected to live this way. Still, fasting was part of Jewish culture 
and Pharisees practiced it; Jesus was from the Pharisee class. Looking at the entire story of the dinner at 
Levi's home, why do you think the Pharisees asked Jesus this question?  
 
Verses 34-35:  Jesus answers with another curious answer: he refers to himself as a bridegroom. In the Old 
Testament, the imagery of a bridegroom often points to the relationship between God and His people, 
Israel. Examples of this are found in the loving poetry of Song of Solomon and the problem marriage of 
the prophet Hosea. Read through these short books and look for words and imagery that remind you of 
Jesus.  
 
Notes:  Fasting was associated with times of sorrow and penance. The Pharisees recall John’s 
ascetic life, and expect the same of Jesus and his men.  Jesus, however, is enjoying food and 
fellowship; he has a jubilant approach to his life and mission (DA Neale, v.1  143).  He uses the 
imagery of a bridegroom in response to the Pharisees, and they can’t follow his meaning - they 
don’t realize he himself is the Bridegroom.     
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazirite
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Song+of+Solomon+1&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+1&version=NRSVCE
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Church father Ephrem the Syrian wrote: "During the entire time Jesus was in the midst of the world, he 
compared it with a bridal chamber and himself with the bridegroom. For the bridal guests cannot fast  
while the bridegroom is with them.... He called his disciples bridal guests because they are members of the 
church, and ministers of the feast, and heralds who invite those who sit at table." (Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture, Luke, page 97).   
 
 
                  Think about Mercy:  Where or how is God's mercy demonstrated in this chapter? 
                  Write your answer in your notebook. Prepare to share your favorite instance of mercy. 
 
 
Rosary Bead:  These novenas are good for prayer and meditation. 
Saint Peter several prayers to Peter. The website is that of a an RCC church in Wisconsin. 
 

Saint Matthew This is a thoughtful novena, by an anonymous author, not the creator of this 
website. I cannot vouch for the rest of this website, which is Anglo-Catholic (i.e.,not Roman).  
 
 
  
Catechism Key:  
Paragraphs   219   448   548   574  765   796   1421   1503   
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   
 
  

http://www.saintpetercatholic.com/saint-peter-patron.html
http://thevalueofsparrows.com/2012/09/21/prayer-a-novena-to-saint-matthew/
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
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Catechism Key – texts1 
 
 
219      God’s love for Israel is compared to a father’s love for his son. His love for his people is stronger than a mother’s for 
her children. God loves his people more than a bridegroom his beloved; his love will be victorious over even the worst 

infidelities and will extend to his most precious gift: “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.”
40

 (239,796, 458) 
 
448   Very often in the Gospels people address Jesus as “Lord.” This title testifies to the respect and trust of those who 

approach him for help and healing.
62

 At the prompting of the Holy Spirit, “Lord” expresses the recognition of the divine 

mystery of Jesus.
63

 In the encounter with the risen Jesus, this title becomes adoration: “My Lord and my God!” It thus 

takes on a connotation of love and affection that remains proper to the Christian tradition: “It is the Lord!”
64

 (208, 683, 641) 
 

548      The signs worked by Jesus attest that the Father has sent him. They invite belief in him.
269

 To those who turn to 

him in faith, he grants what they ask.
270

 So miracles strengthen faith in the One who does his Father’s works; they bear 

witness that he is the Son of God.
271

 But his miracles can also be occasions for “offense”;
272

 they are not intended to satisfy 
people’s curiosity or desire for magic. Despite his evident miracles some people reject Jesus; he is even accused of acting by 

the power of demons.
273

 (156, 2616, 574, 447) 
 
574      From the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, certain Pharisees and partisans of Herod together with priests and 

scribes agreed together to destroy him.
317

 Because of certain of his acts—expelling demons, forgiving sins, healing on the 
sabbath day, his novel interpretation of the precepts of the Law regarding purity, and his familiarity with tax collectors and 

public sinners
318

—some ill–intentioned persons suspected Jesus of demonic possession.
319

 He is accused of blasphemy and 

false prophecy, religious crimes which the Law punished with death by stoning.
320

 (530, 591) 
 
765   The Lord Jesus endowed his community with a structure that will remain until the Kingdom is fully achieved. Before 

all else there is the choice of the Twelve with Peter as their head.
168

 Representing the twelve tribes of Israel, they are the 

foundation stones of the new Jerusalem.
169

 The Twelve and the other disciples share in Christ’s mission and his power, but 

also in his lot.
170

 By all his actions, Christ prepares and builds his Church. (610, 551) 
 
796   The unity of Christ and the Church, head and members of one Body, also implies the distinction of the two within a 
personal relationship. This aspect is often expressed by the image of bridegroom and bride. The theme of Christ as 

Bridegroom of the Church was prepared for by the prophets and announced by John the Baptist.
234

 The Lord referred to 

himself as the “bridegroom.”
235

 The Apostle speaks of the whole Church and of each of the faithful, members of his Body, 

as a bride “betrothed” to Christ the Lord so as to become but one spirit with him.
236

 The Church is the spotless bride of the 

spotless Lamb.
237

 “Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her.”
238

 He has joined her 

with himself in an everlasting covenant and never stops caring for her as for his own body:
239

 (757, 219, 772,1602, 1616) 
 
1421    The Lord Jesus Christ, physician of our souls and bodies, who forgave the sins of the paralytic and restored him to 

bodily health,
3
 has willed that his Church continue, in the power of the Holy Spirit, his work of healing and salvation, even 

among her own members. This is the purpose of the two sacraments of healing: the sacrament of Penance and the 
sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 
 
1503    Christ’s compassion toward the sick and his many healings of every kind of infirmity are a resplendent sign that 

“God has visited his people”
104

 and that the Kingdom of God is close at hand. Jesus has the power not only to heal, but also 

to forgive sins;
105

 he has come to heal the whole man, soul and body; he is the physician the sick have need of.
106

 His 

compassion toward all who suffer goes so far that he identifies himself with them: “I was sick and you visited me.”
107

 His 
preferential love for the sick has not ceased through the centuries to draw the very special attention of Christians toward 
all those who suffer in body and soul. It is the source of tireless efforts to comfort them. (549, 1421, 2288) 
 

                                                      
1 Texts copied from website of the USCCB.  http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-
believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm  December 21, 2015. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm

