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III. The preparation for the Public Ministry, (continued) 
 
Luke Chapter 4   
 
Jesus begins his public ministry. This is the three year period during which Jesus lives among the people, 
preaches across the land, chooses and teaches his disciples, heals the sick and infirm by using his 
miraculous power, and makes both friends and enemies. 
 
~ Be sure to keep your notebook or journal current with your thoughts, questions, prayers during your study. ~ 
 
The Temptation of Jesus   (verses 1-13) 
 
Once Jesus is baptized, he goes into the wilderness to experience tests. Others we find in the Old 
Testament also experience tests: Noah building an ark (Genesis 6-9), Abraham sacrificing his son 
(Genesis 22) , Moses before Pharaoh (Exodus 5 ) and leading God’s people in the desert (Exodus 16 is one 
example) ; there are many others. For the Christian, tests of our faith from God can strengthen us, and 
sinful temptations surround us that can lead us away from God if we are not prepared. Jesus shows us how 
to deal with these challenges. 
 
1. Next, read it aloud twice.  Note details (who what where, etc) especially: 
 

• Who leads Jesus to the desert?:    

• Who meets Jesus in the desert? : 

• What temptations, or tests, does Jesus face? What is the conditional "if" for each? 
             How does Jesus answer each challenge?   Read Deuteronomy 8:1-5 . 

 
1) If ____________________________________________________ 
 
then ____________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus' answer: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
2) If _____________________________________________________ 
 
then _____________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus' answer: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
3) If ______________________________________________________ 
 
then ______________________________________________________ 

 
Jesus' answer: ___________________________________________________ 

 

2. Read these passages aloud: Deuteronomy 6,  Matthew 28:18, John 1:1-4, Romans 13:1.  Apply 

them to this lesson, and write your thoughts in your notebook. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+6%3B+gen+7%3Bgen+8%3Bgen+9&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+22&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+5&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+16&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deut+8%3A1-5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deut+6&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A18%2C+John+1%3A1-4%2C+Romans+13%3A1&version=NRSVCE
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IV. The Ministry in Galilee, (4:14-9:50) 
 
The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry (verses 14-15)  
 
This brief two-verse introduction to the Galilean ministry sets the stage with these important facts: 

1. Jesus returned to the region of Galilee, we are not sure where what town he went to first; 
Nazareth is in the region of Galilee. 
2. Jesus is empowered specifically for this ministry by the Holy Spirit, who descended on him like 
a dove upon his baptism.  
3. The whole region was talking about him, and especially in the context of his ministry. Many 
people likely knew him from his carpentry trade (Mark 6:2-3 ). 
4. He began to teach in the synagogues, establishing him as a rabbi. 
5. He was praised by all. Apparently, he was teaching and preaching in such a way, and with such 
a message, that the people saw in him authority and goodness. 

 
 
The Rejection at Nazareth (verses 16-30) 
 
Jesus, after some time of teaching in the region, returns to his home town of Nazareth. What happens 
next is astonishing – the leaders of the synagogue reject him and his teaching, and even try to kill him. 
How can this be? It is surprising to us who are believers in Christ that anyone would react this way to a 
promise of God’s redemption, and yet they did.  People still do today. 
 

• Read Isaiah 61. Identify and meditate on the opening verses which Jesus quotes.   

• What do you think of the crowd’s reaction to Jesus throughout this story?  

o See verses   20, 22,28. When did the mood change?  

 Read I Kings 17:7-16 and 2 Kings 5:1-19 .  

• Read about the town in which both events take place, Zarephath , a Canaanite town. Elijah 

performed these miracles for Gentiles, that is, non-Jews.  What is your observation, now, of our 

story?  Write your thoughts in your notebook. 
 

 
The Healing Miracles in Capernaum:   
The Cure of the Demoniac, The Cure of Simon's Mother-in-Law, and Other Healings  (verses 
31-41) 

 
Jesus moves on from the rude greeting he experiences in his home town of Nazareth and heads to 
Capernaum. This is a fishing village of about 600 people on the north end of the Sea of Galilee. 
Capernaum will become a sort of home base for Jesus, going there from time to time during his three years 
of itinerant ministry and preaching.  
 

Read the text closely. Next, begin to analyze the text. Note the 5W's - who what where when why - of 
each miracle.  

 
• What similarities do you find among these healings? 
 
• What do you think of the demons’ interaction with Jesus?   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+6%3A2-3&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+61&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+17%3A7-16
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+kings+5%3A1-19&version=NABRE
http://biblehub.com/topical/z/zarephath.htm
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                  Think about:  Where or how is God's mercy demonstrated in these healings?    
                  Write your answer in your notebook and prepare to share it with others. 
 
 
Jesus Leaves Capernaum 
 
A lot has happened in Galilee.  Luke closes the chapter much as he opened it - with a reflection on what 
Jesus did and how the people respond to him.  

1. Jesus leaves at daybreak and goes to a deserted place. This is what he typically does when he 
wants to speak with God His Father.  
 
2. The crowds (not just one crowd, but several), seek him out and want him to stay with them. 
 
3. Jesus insists on sharing his Good News with the people of other towns, so he must go. He says, 
"For this purpose I have been sent."  This preaching is why God the Father sent His Son to us. 
 
4. He now goes to Judea, the region south of Galilee, and preaches in the synagogues there.  

 
 
 
Rosary Bead:   
The Feast day of Our Lady of Lourdes is February 11.   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Lourdes    
 
Lourdes is a place of healing. There is nine day novena you can pray anytime. This is a good website, 
PrayMoreNovenas.com,  with an audio file of the prayers for each day. 
http://www.praymorenovenas.com/podcast/day-1-our-lady-of-lourdes-novena-2016 
 
  
 
 
Catechism Key:  
Paragraphs  391, 538-540, 550, 574, 1503, 2119, 2847   
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Lourdes
http://www.praymorenovenas.com/podcast/day-1-our-lady-of-lourdes-novena-2016
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
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Catechism Key – texts1 
 
391      Behind the disobedient choice of our first parents lurks a seductive voice, opposed to God, which makes them fall into death 
out of envy.

266
 Scripture and the Church’s Tradition see in this being a fallen angel, called “Satan” or the “devil.”

267
 The Church 

teaches that Satan was at first a good angel, made by God: “The devil and the other demons were indeed created naturally good by 
God, but they became evil by their own doing.”

268
 (2538) 

 
 
538      The Gospels speak of a time of solitude for Jesus in the desert immediately after his baptism by John. Driven by the Spirit 
into the desert, Jesus remains there for forty days without eating; he lives among wild beasts, and angels minister to him.

241
 At the 

end of this time Satan tempts him three times, seeking to compromise his filial attitude toward God. Jesus rebuffs these attacks, 
which recapitulate the temptations of Adam in Paradise and of Israel in the desert, and the devil leaves him “until an opportune 
time.”

242
 (394, 518) 

 
539      The evangelists indicate the salvific meaning of this mysterious event: Jesus is the new Adam who remained faithful just 
where the first Adam had given in to temptation. Jesus fulfills Israel’s vocation perfectly: in contrast to those who had once 
provoked God during forty years in the desert, Christ reveals himself as God’s Servant, totally obedient to the divine will. In this, 
Jesus is the devil’s conqueror: he “binds the strong man” to take back his plunder.

243
 Jesus’ victory over the tempter in the desert 

anticipates victory at the Passion, the supreme act of obedience of his filial love for the Father. (397, 385, 609) 
 
540      Jesus’ temptation reveals the way in which the Son of God is Messiah, contrary to the way Satan proposes to him and the 
way men wish to attribute to him.

244
 This is why Christ vanquished the Tempter for us: “For we have not a high priest who is 

unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sinning.”
245

 By the 
solemn forty days of Lent the Church unites herself each year to the mystery of Jesus in the desert. (2119, 519, 2849, 1438) 
 
550      The coming of God’s kingdom means the defeat of Satan’s: “If it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you.”

277
 Jesus’ exorcisms free some individuals from the domination of demons. They anticipate 

Jesus’ great victory over “the ruler of this world.”
278

 The kingdom of God will be definitively established through Christ’s cross: 
“God reigned from the wood.”

279
 (394, 1673, 440, 2816) 

 
574      From the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, certain Pharisees and partisans of Herod together with priests and scribes 
agreed together to destroy him.

317
 Because of certain of his acts—expelling demons, forgiving sins, healing on the sabbath day, his 

novel interpretation of the precepts of the Law regarding purity, and his familiarity with tax collectors and public sinners
318

—some 
ill–intentioned persons suspected Jesus of demonic possession.

319
 He is accused of blasphemy and false prophecy, religious crimes 

which the Law punished with death by stoning.
320

 (530, 591) 
 
1503    Christ’s compassion toward the sick and his many healings of every kind of infirmity are a resplendent sign that “God has 
visited his people”

104
 and that the Kingdom of God is close at hand. Jesus has the power not only to heal, but also to forgive 

sins;
105

 he has come to heal the whole man, soul and body; he is the physician the sick have need of.
106

 His compassion toward all 
who suffer goes so far that he identifies himself with them: “I was sick and you visited me.”

107
 His preferential love for the sick 

has not ceased through the centuries to draw the very special attention of Christians toward all those who suffer in body and soul. 
It is the source of tireless efforts to comfort them. (549, 1421, 2288) 
 
2119  Tempting God consists in putting his goodness and almighty power to the test by word or deed. Thus Satan tried to induce 
Jesus to throw himself down from the Temple and, by this gesture, force God to act.

49
 Jesus opposed Satan with the word of God: 

“You shall not put the LORD your God to the test.”
50

 The challenge contained in such tempting of God wounds the respect and 
trust we owe our Creator and Lord. It always harbors doubt about his love, his providence, and his power.

51
 (394, 2088) 

 
2847  The Holy Spirit makes us discern between trials, which are necessary for the growth of the inner man,

152
 and temptation, 

which leads to sin and death.
153

 We must also discern between being tempted and consenting to temptation. Finally, discernment 
unmasks the lie of temptation, whose object appears to be good, a “delight to the eyes” and desirable,

154
 when in reality its fruit is 

death. (2284) 

                                                      
1 Texts copied from website of the USCCB.  http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-
believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm  December 21, 2015. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note780
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note781
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/14-chapter4.xhtml#para394
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para518
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note782
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/14-chapter4.xhtml#para397
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/14-chapter4.xhtml#para385
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para609
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note783
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note784
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/36-chapter16.xhtml#para2119
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para519
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/42-section7.xhtml#para2849
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/27-chapter10.xhtml#para1438
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm

