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III. the Preparation for the Public Ministry 
 
Luke Chapter 3   
 
In Chapter 3, we find John the Baptist is now an adult and preaching in the wilderness.  Remember the 
prophecy in Chapter 1 that he would “prepare a people fit for the Lord”.  As you read the chapter, note the 
character of John’s words, look for God’s promise of redemption, hear your own voice speak the response 
of the people. Jesus is baptized and his claim to the throne of David is confirmed.    
 
~ Be sure to keep your notebook or journal current with your thoughts, questions, prayers during your study. ~ 
 
Answers and additional Notes are found in dark blue font. 
 
 
The Preaching of John the Baptist (verses 1-20) 
 
Read this section closely.  
 
As is his habit, Luke begins the chapter by listing a number of historical figures. Note the role of 
each one as given in the text; for more information, use the hyperlinks to read the Wikipedia 
entry: 

• Tiberius Caesar – Roman Emperor from 14Ad to 37Ad  (N.B.: the link has been fixed) 
 
• Pontius Pilate – Roman provincial governor of Judea 26AD – 36AD. The fact he lived 

is proven by the so-called “Pilate Stone”, a stone artifact of the 2st century Palestine 
with Pilate’s name inscripted on it.  Pilate is noted in the Apostles’ Creed as a 
historical benchmark to place Jesus Christ, also, in human history.  

 
• Herod Tetrarch (aka Herod Antipas) – ruler over first-century tetrarch of Galilee and 

Perea, as a client state of Rome.  Tetrarch refers to the amount of a region which the 
ruler oversaw; it is one-quarter of the entire Palestine region. Herod Tetrach is the 
Herod who jailed and beheaded John the Baptist, and sent Jesus to Pontius Pilate for 
trial. 

 
There were several Herods. Read the Wikipedia entry for ‘Herod’ 
 

• Phillip Tetrarch , half-brother of Herod. Both Phillip and Herod Tetrarch were sons of 
Herod the Great, who was king when Jesus was born, dying shortly thereafter. Philip 
is not a character in our study.  

 
• Lysanius – another of the tetrarch rulers in Palestine. Lysanius ruled over an are the 

included Abilene and Ituraea, during 40-36AD. 
 
• Caiaphas – Jewish high priest at the time of Jesus’ ministry. He was appointed to the 

role by Pilate’s predecessor. He was the son-in-law of Annas.   
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+3%3A1-6&version=NABRE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontius_Pilate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Antipas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_the_Tetrarch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lysanias
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caiaphas
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• Annas – first high priest of the Roman province, Iudea (Judea), father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, he remained influential even after he was deposed and Caiaphas succeeded 
him. 

 
• Read about and study the Map showing the Tetrarchies  (credit to Biblos.com [1]). 

(Reproduced on page 4 of this Lesson). 
 

In  verse 3,  John is doing what he was born to do: proclaim the baptism of _repentance_for the  

__forgiveness____ of  __sins___. 
 

The Greek for “proclaim/announce/preach” is kerysso, also spelled kerusso !  John is 
proclaiming the truth about the salvation found in the Messiah.   This baptism he speaks 
of requires “repentance”, metanoia , which means “changing one’s mind” or “outlook” (SPL, 

p64). It indicates a sorrow for sin and a moral change by the repentant person.  (EC8,p854).  
 
 
Read aloud Verses 7 – 15.  Write down your observations of the people and their reaction to 
John’s preaching.  Would you ask these questions?  What is your own response to John’s 
preaching?   
 
Comment:  John is confronting the people with their sins. The people, hearing his exhortation to 
repent, respond by asking, “How do we do that?”  Luke emphasizes here, by virtue of the crowd, 
that salvation is universal, that is, it is provided for all humankind and anyone may choose to 
repent and be saved – no one is excluded except by personal choice not to repent.  Verse 6 says, 
“all flesh shall see the salvation of God” , and, in verse 15 , “all were asking in their heart of John 
might be the Messiah.”  
 
The Baptism of Jesus   (verses 21-22)  
 
What does Jesus do after he is baptized?  (verse 21) He prays.  

Read these passages in Luke 6:12; 9:18; 9:28; 11:1; 22:32; 22:41; 23:46.  
(Be sure to read verses before and after each one, to gain context.) 
Write down your thoughts on these verses. What do you learn about prayer? 

 
Comment:  Jesus often goes off alone to pray to His heavenly Father. He goes to and up the 
mountain – just as Abraham and Moses went up the mountain to meet God. This reminds us to 
go before the Father, in solitude and quiet, to leave worldly concerns and distractions behind, and 
focus on the Father when we pray.  
 
 
The Genealogy of Jesus  (verses 23-38) 
 
Both Luke and Matthew (1:1-17) provide genealogies for Jesus. They seem to be very different 
from one another in many aspects. Scholars will continue to examine and debate these lists for 
years to come. For our purposes, consider these points:  

 
• The genealogies in Matthew and Luke agree only partially. Matthew has 42 names and 

Luke, 72. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annas
http://bibleatlas.org/full/ituraea.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+6%3A12%3B+luke+9%3A18%3Blk+9%3A28%3Blk+11%3A1%3Blk22%3A32%3Blk+22%3A41%3B+lk+23%3A46&version=NABRE
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• While many have made attempts to find meaning in the genealogies as either coming 

from Joseph or coming from Mary, there is not universal agreement on the question.  

• There are other genealogies in the Bible. See Genesis 5 , 1 Chronicles 1-3 . Luke and 

Matthew both may have borrowed from these, in addition to other records of lineage, 

to compile at least some of the names listed.   

  

Note a few specific ancestors of Jesus:  

• Enoch: God takes Enoch   Gen 5:21-24,    Jude 14-15     

• Abraham:  God covenants with Abraham  Genesis 15, Genesis 17    

• Salmon (one of Joshua’s men) and Rahab of Jericho: God provides for Gentiles  
Joshua 2:1-3,  6:17-25,   Matthew 1:5,   Hebrews 11:31,   James 2:25  

 
 
Comment:  Scholars continue to debate the meaning of the genealogies. There are likely more 
generations in each than are recorded. The short answer, for our purposes of this study, is that 
they serve to prove the humanity of Jesus, and to prove his right to sit on the throne of David as 
the King of the Jews.   
 
This is an act of mercy by God – that he came to earth as a human, God Incarnate.  In his great 
mercy, he becomes a descendant of holy Jewish people, kings, warriors, harlots, poor people, 
sinners and non-Jews. 
 
 
 

 
Rosary Bead:  The 1st Luminous Mystery : The Baptism of Jesus 
 
 
 
Catechism Key: Paragraphs   253, 523,  720,  1224, 1490 
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   
 

 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen+5&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen+5&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+chronicles+1-3&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+chronicles+1-3&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+5%3A21-24%3B+jude+14-15&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+5%3A21-24%3B+jude+14-15&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+15&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+15&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+17&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+17&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+17&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Josh%202:1,%20Josh%202:3,%20Josh%206:17-Josh%206:25,%20Matt%201:5,%20Heb%2011:31,%20Jas%202:25
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Josh%202:1,%20Josh%202:3,%20Josh%206:17-Josh%206:25,%20Matt%201:5,%20Heb%2011:31,%20Jas%202:25
http://www.rosary-center.org/luminous.htm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
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Catechism Key – texts1 
 

 
253      The Trinity is One. We do not confess three Gods, but one God in three persons, the 

“consubstantial Trinity.”
83

The divine persons do not share the one divinity among themselves but 
each of them is God whole and entire: “The Father is that which the Son is, the Son that which the 

Father is, the Father and the Son that which the Holy Spirit is, i.e., by nature one God.”
84

 In the 
words of the Fourth Lateran Council (1215): “Each of the persons is that supreme reality, viz., the 

divine substance, essence or nature.”
85

 (2789, 590) 
 
 
523      St. John the Baptist is the Lord’s immediate precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare his 

way.
196

 “Prophet of the Most High,” John surpasses all the prophets, of whom he is the last.
197

 He 
inaugurates the Gospel, already from his mother’s womb welcomes the coming of Christ, and 
rejoices in being “the friend of the bridegroom,” whom he points out as “the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world.”
198

Going before Jesus “in the spirit and power of Elijah,” John 
bears witness to Christ in his preaching, by his Baptism of conversion, and through his 

martyrdom.
199

 (717-720) 
 
 
720      Finally, with John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit begins the restoration to man of “the divine 
likeness,” prefiguring what he would achieve with and in Christ. John’s baptism was for 

repentance; baptism in water and the Spirit will be a new birth.
100

 (535) 
 
 
1224    Our Lord voluntarily submitted himself to the baptism of St. John, intended for sinners, in 

order to “fulfill all righteousness.”
19

 Jesus’ gesture is a manifestation of his self-emptying.
20

 The 
Spirit who had hovered over the waters of the first creation descended then on the Christ as a 

prelude of the new creation, and the Father revealed Jesus as his “beloved Son.”
21
 (536) 

 
 
1490    The movement of return to God, called conversion and repentance, entails sorrow for and 
abhorrence of sins committed, and the firm purpose of sinning no more in the future. Conversion 
touches the past and the future and is nourished by hope in God’s mercy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      
1 Texts copied from website of the USCCB.  http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-
believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm  December 21, 2015. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm


Kerusso Mercy  Luke 3 

Lesson 3 - answers                                                                                  ©MCSCarney                kerusso-the-word.net                                              page 5 of 5 

 
 
Map of Judea, by Biblos.com 
http://bibleatlas.org/region/judea.jpg 
 
 
 

 


