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II. the Infancy Narrative, continued 
 
Luke Chapter 2   
 
Answers and additional Notes are found in dark blue font. 
A strikethrough, e.g., Israel,  indicates a correction of an error in the original Lesson. 
 
 

Luke weaves together stories of Jesus’ infancy and childhood. These formative years come with scant 
information, but tell us a great deal about how Jesus was raised, and of the wisdom and knowledge he 
possessed at an early age. 
 
~ Be sure to keep your notebook or journal current with your thoughts, questions, prayers during your study. ~ 
 
The Birth of Jesus   (verses 1-14) 
 
After so much waiting – how long? 4 millennia since Adam and Eve’s fall, … 400 years since God last 
spoke through a prophet, … 9 months since Gabriel visited Mary…. The promised Savior is born. And 
Luke’s account is so simple but tells a complex and wonderful story.  
 
Luke the historian names names (vv. 1-2), establishing an historical date for the story.  Emperor Caesar 
Augustus and Governor Quirinius reigned, and a census may have been taken, at approximately what is 
now known as 4BC.  
 
Luke firmly establishes Jesus as the descendant of King David, through his earthly father    Joseph.  

• Read Micah 5:2-5a . In your notebook, write down your thoughts on this text.  
• Bethlehem means “house of bread”. See Exodus 16:33-34,  John 6:35 . 

 
Joseph and Mary were “betrothed”, a word which assumes they had not consummated their marriage. 
This is the case even though, as we learn in Matthew 1:18-25 , that he did take Mary into his home soon 
after the angel told him why Mary was pregnant. Were they married? The Gospel record doesn’t state 
certainly that they were, but we also know that God wishes us to live holy lives and abstain from of evil 
(see 1 Thessalonians 5:14-24 ) , which includes the appearance of evil (sin). Hence, it is well likely they had 
a marriage ceremony shortly after Mary returned from visiting Elizabeth, at which time she moved into 
Joseph’s home.   
 
 
The Visit of the Shepherds   (verses 15-20)  
 
The Shepherds were one of the lowest classes in the society of the day, considered social outcasts. Theirs 
was a tough life of poverty. In Luke, we find a running theme of God’s grace and favor being extended to 
the lowly, unloved, or rejected of society.  

David, the future king of Israel, was first a shepherd, 2 Samuel 7:8 , 1 Samuel 14:11  

Shepherds symbolize those who care for God’s people, in both the OT and the NT: Read Psalm 23:1, Isaiah 
40:11, Jeremiah 23:1-4, Hebrews 13:20, 1 Peter 2:25 and 5:2.  

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=micah+5%3A2-5a&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+16%3A33-34&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+6%3A35&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-25+&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A14-24&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23%3A1%3B+Isaiah+40%3A11%3B+Jeremiah+23%3A1-%3B%2C+Hebrews+13%3A20%3B+1+Peter+2%3A25%3B+2+peter+5%3A2&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23%3A1%3B+Isaiah+40%3A11%3B+Jeremiah+23%3A1-%3B%2C+Hebrews+13%3A20%3B+1+Peter+2%3A25%3B+2+peter+5%3A2&version=NABRE


Kerusso Mercy  Luke 2 

Lesson 2  answers                                                                                        ©MCSCarney                kerusso-the-word.net                                              page 2 of 5 

The Circumcision and Naming of Jesus   (verse 21) 
 
This Babe, the promised Messiah, is duly named Jesus, “salvation”, as the angel had instructed Mary in 
verse 1:31. While “salvation” is the popular meaning understood by the Gospel of Matthew, it is 
interesting to note that the original language for this name means “Yahweh, help!”. His circumcision is 
evidence of his parents’ Jewish piety, and welcomes Jesus into the life of the Jewish people, who live under 
the Laws of God. 
Read the Wikipedia article on The Holy Name of Jesus.  Learn about Saint Bernardine, said to have 
written the Litany, and pray the Litany and the Chaplet of the Holy Name .  
 
The Presentation in the Temple   (verses 22-38) 
 
The Presentation of Jesus is a feast day in the church often known as Candlemas. Read this brief article 
about this day,  http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Presentation.htm 
 
Joseph and Mary took Jesus up to __Jerusalem_____________ to present him to the _Lord___ . (see v.22)  
 
 
Simeon and Anna play key roles in this scene with the Holy Family in the Temple.  
 
We have only scant information about Simeon and Anna, the two elders who meet the Holy Family while 
at the Temple as Mary makes her sacrifice of two doves for the child. Note the preparation of devotion to 
God in the lives of these two elders. Each one is rewarded by seeing Jesus as an infant and recognizing 
who he is as Messiah, the Light of salvation for Israel. What are your observations of Simeon and Anna?  
Simeon was __righteous__ and __devout________. He awaited ___the consolation_ of Israel, and the 

___holy___  __Spirit _ was upon him.  

Anna was the daughter of __Phanuel_[of the tribe of Asher]__. She never left the temple but 

___worshiped_________ night and day and with __fasting__and prayer. She gave thanks, and spoke to all, 

awaiting the ___redemption____ of Israel  of Jerusalem . 

 
                  Think about:  Where or how is God's mercy demonstrated in this story?    
                  Write your answer in your notebook and prepare to share it with others. 
 
 
The Return to Nazareth  (verses 39-40) 
 
These verses affirm the observant and devoted life of faith Joseph and Mary live and in which raise their 
son.  Compare verse 2:40b and verse 2:14 . What does this similarity mean to you?  
 
Note:   God grants His favor to those of good will, which is to say, those who love and obey God.  God 
promises this to humankind, and Jesus, even as a young child, embodies this because of his love of and 
obedience to God.  
Jesus says himself, later in Luke,   “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone." (Luke 
18:19) 
 
The Boy Jesus in the Temple   (verses 41-52) 
 
Jesus grew to be strong: David was also strong, enough to kill a bear and a lion.   1 Samuel 17:34-36  
Jesus was filled with wisdom, Isaiah 11:2, Matt. 13:54, 1 Corinthians 1:24,  Colossians 2:2-3  
And the grace of God was upon him: 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Name_of_Jesus
http://www.catholictradition.org/Litanies/litany1.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Presentation.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+17%3A34-36&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Is+11%3A2%3BMt+13%3A54%3B1+cor+1%3A24%3B+col+2%3A2-3&version=NRSVCE
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i. God’s grace: Psalms 84:11; 1 Cor 3:10; 2 Cor 1:12; 1 Peter 4:10; 1 Peter 5:5 

• Psalm 84 uses the word ‘favor’.  How are ‘favor’ and ‘grace’ the same? 
 
 
Here is a helpful definition of Favor: 
 

Finding favor means gaining approval, acceptance, or special benefits or blessings. There is also a close 
association among favor, grace, and mercy, which are sometimes used to translate the same Hebrew and 
Greek words (such as hen [ej] and charis [cavri"]). The favor that human beings receive from God depends on 
his good pleasure and is often extended in response to prayer or righteous living. Those whose walk is 
blameless, such as Noah or Moses ( Gen 6:8 ; Exod 33:12-13 ), receive favor and honor from the Lord (Psalm 
84:11 ). In Moses' blessing on the twelve tribes he speaks of Joseph's prosperity and fruitfulness as the one 
who enjoyed God's favor ( Deut 33:16 ). Gabriel told Mary ( Luke 1:30 ) that she had "found favor with God" 
and would bear the Christ-child. When Christ was born the angelic host announced to the shepherds that God 
would send "peace to men on whom his favor rests" ( Luke 2:14 ). At age twelve Jesus enjoyed the favor of God 
and men as he "grew in wisdom and stature" ( Luke 2:52 ), a description similar to the one about the boy 
Samuel ( 1 Sam 2:26 ). 
(from Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/favor/  ) 

 
And this for Grace: 
 

The word "grace" in biblical parlance can, like forgiveness, repentance, regeneration, and salvation, mean 
something as broad as describing the whole of God's activity toward man or as narrow as describing one 
segment of that activity. An accurate, common definition describes grace as the unmerited favor of God toward 
man. In the Old Testament, the term that most often is translated "grace, " is hen [ej]; in the New Testament, it 
is charis [cavri"]. 
(http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/grace.html) 

 
ii. Christ’s grace: John 1:17; 2 Cor 8:9; 2 Co 12:9; 1 Ti 1:12-13; 2 Ti 2:1; Rev 22:21 

• Read 1 Ti 1:12-13 closely. Where is the grace of Christ found in this text?  
 

Note: God extended his grace - unmerited favor -  to Paul, because he had "acted 
ignorantly in unbelief", when he was persecuting Jews who were preaching Christ.  By 
God's grace, Paul was corrected in his error, and became a missionary for the Gospel. This 
in turn brings grace to others, both the Jews, who needed a radical change in thought to 
accept Christ as the Savior, and to the Gentiles to whom Paul would focus his ministry to 
learn that they, too, are can be the people of God.  

 
Additional Notes on vv 41-52:  It was the annual Feast of the Passover, commemorating the release of the 
Jews from slavery in Egypt.  The Jews had one temple, in Jerusalem.  This is where sacrifices could be 
made. It is believed to have been on the same spot where Abraham was asked by God to sacrifice his son, 
Isaac; today this is known as the Temple Mount, and we have remaining today the Wailing Wall, which 
is the west wall of Herod's Temple. Luke both opens and closes his Birth Narratives of Jesus, (Chapters 1 
and 2)  with scenes in the Temple.  

 
Rosary Bead:  3rd,4th and 5th Joyful Mysteries – The Birth, Presentation, and Finding of Jesus. 
 
 
Catechism Key: Paragraphs 514-517, 521, 522, 525, 527, 529, 531, 534     
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/nas/chen.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/charis.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/6-8.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Exodus+33:12-13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/84-11.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/84-11.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/deuteronomy/33-16.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/1-30.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/2-14.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/2-52.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-samuel/2-26.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/nas/chen.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/charis.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A17%3B+2+Cor+8%3A9%3B+2+Co+12%3A9%3B+1+Timothy+1%3A12-13%3B+2+Timothy+2%3A1%3BRev+22%3A21&version=NRSVCE
http://www.familyrosary.org/TheRosary/HowToPrayTheRosary/Mysteries%20of%20The%20Rosary.aspx
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
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Catechism Key – texts1 
 
 

514      Many things about Jesus of interest to human curiosity do not figure in the Gospels. Almost 
nothing is said about his hidden life at Nazareth, and even a great part of his public life is not recounted.

172
 

What is written in the Gospels was set down there “so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name.”

173
 

 
515      The Gospels were written by men who were among the first to have the faith

174
 and wanted to share 

it with others. Having known in faith who Jesus is, they could see and make others see the traces of his 
mystery in all his earthly life. From the swaddling clothes of his birth to the vinegar of his Passion and the 
shroud of his Resurrection, everything in Jesus’ life was a sign of his mystery.

175
 His deeds, miracles, and 

words all revealed that “in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.”
176

 His humanity appeared as 
“sacrament,” that is, the sign and instrument, of his divinity and of the salvation he brings: what was 
visible in his earthly life leads to the invisible mystery of his divine sonship and redemptive mission. (126, 
609, 774, 477) 
 
516      Christ’s whole earthly life—his words and deeds, his silences and sufferings, indeed his manner of 
being and speaking—is Revelation of the Father. Jesus can say: “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father,” 
and the Father can say: “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”

177
 Because our Lord became man in 

order to do his Father’s will, even the least characteristics of his mysteries manifest “God’s love... among 
us.”

178
 (65, 2708) 

 
517      Christ’s whole life is a mystery of redemption. Redemption comes to us above all through the blood 
of his cross,

179
 but this mystery is at work throughout Christ’s entire life: (606, 1115) 

—already in his Incarnation through which by becoming poor he enriches us with his poverty;
180

 
—in his hidden life which by his submission atones for our disobedience;

181
 

—in his word which purifies its hearers;
182

 
—in his healings and exorcisms by which “he took our infirmities and bore our diseases”;

183
 

—and in his Resurrection by which he justifies us.
184

 
 
521      Christ enables us to live in him all that he himself lived, and he lives it in us. “By his Incarnation, he, 
the Son of God, has in a certain way united himself with each man.”

193
 We are called only to become one 

with him, for he enables us as the members of his Body to share in what he lived for us in his flesh as our 
model: (2715, 1391) 
We must continue to accomplish in ourselves the stages of Jesus’ life and his mysteries and often to beg 
him to perfect and realize them in us and in his whole Church.... For it is the plan of the Son of God to 
make us and the whole Church partake in his mysteries and to extend them to and continue them in us 
and in his whole Church. This is his plan for fulfilling his mysteries in us.

194
 

 
522      The coming of God’s Son to earth is an event of such immensity that God willed to prepare for it 
over centuries. He makes everything converge on Christ: all the rituals and sacrifices, figures and symbols 
of the “First Covenant.”

195
 He announces him through the mouths of the prophets who succeeded one 

another in Israel. Moreover, he awakens in the hearts of the pagans a dim expectation of this coming. (711, 
762) 
 
 

                                                      
1 Texts copied from website of the USCCB.  http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-
believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm  December 21, 2015. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note711
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note712
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note713
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note714
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note715
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/11-chapter2.xhtml#para126
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para609
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/16-chapter6.xhtml#para774
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para477
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note716
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note717
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/11-chapter2.xhtml#para65
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/41-chapter20.xhtml#para2708
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note718
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para606
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/23-chapter7.xhtml#para1115
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note719
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note720
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note721
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note722
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note723
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note732
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/41-chapter20.xhtml#para2715
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/26-chapter9.xhtml#para1391
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note733
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note734
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/16-chapter6.xhtml#para711
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/16-chapter6.xhtml#para762
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/index.cfm
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525      Jesus was born in a humble stable, into a poor family.

202
 Simple shepherds were the first witnesses 

to this event. In this poverty heaven’s glory was made manifest.
203

 The Church never tires of singing the 
glory of this night: (437, 2443) 

The Virgin today brings into the world the Eternal 
And the earth offers a cave to the Inaccessible. 
The angels and shepherds praise him 
And the magi advance with the star, 
For you are born for us, 
Little Child, God eternal!

204
 

 
527      Jesus’ circumcision, on the eighth day after his birth,

209
 is the sign of his incorporation into 

Abraham’s descendants, into the people of the covenant. It is the sign of his submission to the Law
210

 and 
his deputation to Israel’s worship, in which he will participate throughout his life. This sign prefigures 
that “circumcision of Christ” which is Baptism.

211
 (580, 1214) 

 
529      The presentation of Jesus in the temple shows him to be the firstborn Son who belongs to the Lord.

216
 

With Simeon and Anna, all Israel awaits its encounter with the Savior—the name given to this event in the 
Byzantine tradition. Jesus is recognized as the long-expected Messiah, the “light to the nations” and the 
“glory of Israel,” but also “a sign that is spoken against.” The sword of sorrow predicted for Mary 
announces Christ’s perfect and unique oblation on the cross that will impart the salvation God had 
“prepared in the presence of all peoples.” (583, 439, 614) 
 
531      During the greater part of his life Jesus shared the condition of the vast majority of human beings: a 
daily life spent without evident greatness, a life of manual labor. His religious life was that of a Jew 
obedient to the law of God,

221
 a life in the community. From this whole period it is revealed to us that 

Jesus was “obedient” to his parents and that he “increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with 
God and man.”

222
 (2427) 

 
534      The finding of Jesus in the temple is the only event that breaks the silence of the Gospels about the 
hidden years of Jesus.

226
 Here Jesus lets us catch a glimpse of the mystery of his total consecration to a 

mission that flows from his divine sonship: “Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s work?”
227

 
Mary and Joseph did not understand these words, but they accepted them in faith. Mary “kept all these 
things in her heart” during the years Jesus remained hidden in the silence of an ordinary life. (583, 2599, 
964) 
 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note741
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note742
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para437
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/37-chapter17.xhtml#para2443
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note743
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note748
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note749
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note750
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para580
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/26-chapter9.xhtml#para1214
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note755
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para583
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para439
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#para614
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note760
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm#note761
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/37-chapter17.xhtml#para2427
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