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Luke, a Gentile convert to Christianity, was educated in the Greek classical tradition. While 
often said to have been a physician, we know him best as a historian. He wrote two books we 
find in the New Testament: the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts. His goal in writing these is 
to chronicle all the events known and experienced by those who knew, walked with, saw and 
heard Jesus of Nazareth, laying out the evidence of this new faith. Chapters 1 and 2 are profound 
statements of the “kerygma”, the truth of Jesus Christ and the foundation of the Christian faith.  
 
Chapter 1, therefore, begins at the beginning – the birth of Jesus, which inaugurates a new era for 
God’s people, one in which God Himself becomes incarnate and dwells among them. To set the 
stage for all that is about to unfold, Luke creates a bridge between the written history-to-date of 
the Jewish people, which we today call The Old Testament, and what will be the New 
Testament, by starting with the story of the birth of John the Baptist.  
 
Luke Chapter 1 
 
I. Prologue:  Verses 1-4 

 
Typical of Greek letters and other writings, Luke directs his to a named reader, Theophilus; the 
name is Greek for “lover of God”.  Theophilus could be an individual or a specific group of 
people, and in either case may be a financial sponsor of the writing – if so, then the book was 
intended for open publication1; it may also refer to any reader who love God, pointing to the new 
community of Christians.    
 
Key words to look for in the Prologue:  eyewitnesses; accurately; certainty; teachings. 
 
Luke decided to write his own account of the “events that have been ______________________ among 
us.”  He made this decision after performing his investigation.  Luke did his research so well that 
he is convinced of the truth of the teachings about Jesus and can write an orderly account.  
 
II. The Infancy Narrative 

 
Announcement of the Birth of John (verses 5 – 25) 

 
Herod the Great ( b.74-d.4 BC) is the father of Herod Antipas (who later jails John and 
condemns Jesus).  Herod the Great is the same Herod who, in Matthew 2, orders that all young 
Jewish children of Bethlehem be killed in his attempt to thwart the kingship of Jesus. It was 
during this reign that Zechariah was assigned to serve in the Temple.  
 
Zechariah’s family is “the priestly division” of the house of Abijah, a minor tribe among the Jews 
not originally designated to the priestly calling (after the dispersion of the Jewish people, there 
were not enough priests, and Herod filled the gap and set up political advantage by appointing 
new families to the priesthood. His wife, Elizabeth, is descended from the “daughters of Aaron”, 
Moses’ brother, and so she is a Levite, the original priestly tribe. The old couple are barren of 
children, a great sadness for them.  
 
                                                      
1 Johnson Sacra Pagina, page 29 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_the_Great
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• Old Testament (OT) connection: Read Numbers 3:1-11  to learn about the establishment of 
the Levites as the priestly class for Israel. 

 
The angel Gabriel visits Zechariah in the Temple: 
 
What does Gabriel say to Zechariah?:  (v.13)____________________________________________________ 
 
What will the boy do in his lifetime? (v. 17)  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Why was the old priest struck mute? (v.20)  _____________________________________________________ 
  

 
Announcement of the Birth of Jesus  (verses 26-38) 

 
Gabriel again announces a birth, this time to a young woman named Mary who will become the 
mother of Jesus.   
   
What does Gabriel say to Mary? (v.30) __________________________________________________________ 
  
What will her child do? (v 33) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
What does Mary say to Gabriel? (v38) ____________________________________________________________  
 
 
Mary visits Elizabeth  (verses 39-45) 
 
Verses 43-44:  Luke here uses the word kyrios. It is the first instance of this word used to refer to 
Jesus. Liddell and Scott’s Greek/English Lexicon defines it: master, with authority, ordained, 
head of a house/family, confers great respect, and that it is used in the NT as is ‘Jehovah’ is used 
in the OT.  

• The Holy Spirit reveals to Elizabeth who is the baby Mary carries. 
• In this scene, we see the first NT prophet carrying in her womb the last OT prophet.  

 
 

The Canticle of Mary – a Song of God’s Mercy 
 

Mary is materially poor, and her song is full of social justice themes. To be “poor” can also mean 
to be spiritually poor.  It these verses we especially see God’s Mercy in Luke Chapter 1.   

 
Verses 46 - 50 speaks of Mary’s relationship with God 
Verses 51 - 55  speaks of the relationship with God of the entire community  

 
Verses 46 -47  : Mary uses the word “kyrios”, which was first proclaimed by Elizabeth. 
She also uses, for the first time in Luke, the word “Savior”.  

     See  Psalm 35:9 , 1 Samuel 2:1-2 , Habakkuk 3:18  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=numbers+3%3A1-11&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+35%3A9+%2C+1+Samuel+2%3A1-2+%2C+Habakkuk+3%3A18+&version=NABRE
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Verse 51a :  God is given the human attribute of having an arm.    

See Psalm 89:11, Exodus 6:6, Deut.4:34, Isaiah 40:10, Isaiah 51:5,9 
 

 
The Birth of John 
 
Verses 57-58:   John is born, resulting in great joy not only for his parents but also for the 

community in which they live.   
• kyrios, “Lord”, is again used here by Luke.  
• By granting her a son in her old age, Elizabeth declares the “Lord had shown her great 

mercy”  
• The fact that both relatives and neighbors heard the news and were overjoyed at that 

point suggests that Elizabeth stayed in hiding until the birth.  
 

 
The Canticle of Zechariah 

 
When Zechariah writes the words, “His name is John” for the naming of his first son, 

Zechariah’s tongue is loosed after nearly one year of mute silence imposed on him by God 
for his lack of faith ( verse 19).   
 
Note that before he prophecies, he is filled with the Holy Spirit (v 67). Compare this with 
verses 41 - 42. 
 
Read through the Canticle. As you do:  
• Look at verbs for God’s actions, and underline them in your Bible or write them in 

your notebook.  
• How many times is the word “mercy” used?  

 
In verse 76, John will be called the Prophet of the Most High.  Compare this verse to verse 32, 
which is speaking about Jesus – what will He be called? .  
 
Verses 67-68a :   

a. What happens to Zechariah when he is obedient to the instructions given by Gabriel?  
Look back to verse 41 – what happens to Elizabeth, who fills her? 
 
 
   

 
Rosary Bead: First Joyful Mystery - The Annunciation of the Lord to Mary    
 
 
Catechism Key: Paragraphs 148, 486, 495, 523, 717, 2677     
It is best to read this in your print copy so you can browse sections for more depth.   
Online, see USCCB CCC  or  K of C edition .   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+89%3A11%2C+Exodus+6%3A6%2C+Deut.4%3A34%2C+Isaiah+40%3A10%2C+Isaiah+51%3A5%2C9&version=NABRE
http://www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/prayers/rosary/annunciation.htm
http://www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/prayers/rosary/annunciation.htm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/epub/index.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/en/catechism/index.html
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Catechism Key – texts 
 
148      The Virgin Mary most perfectly embodies the obedience of faith. By faith Mary welcomes 
the tidings and promise brought by the angel Gabriel, believing that “with God nothing will be 
impossible” and so giving her assent: “Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be [done] to 

me according to your word.”
12
 Elizabeth greeted her: “Blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
13
 It is for this faith that all 

generations have called Mary blessed.
14

 (494, 2617, 506) 
 
486      The Father’s only Son, conceived as man in the womb of the Virgin Mary, is “Christ,” 
that is to say, anointed by the Holy Spirit, from the beginning of his human existence, though 
the manifestation of this fact takes place only progressively: to the shepherds, to the magi, to 

John the Baptist, to the disciples.
123

 Thus the whole life of Jesus Christ will make manifest “how 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.”
124

 (437) 
 
 
523      St. John the Baptist is the Lord’s immediate precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare his 

way.
196

 “Prophet of the Most High,” John surpasses all the prophets, of whom he is the last.
197

 He 
inaugurates the Gospel, already from his mother’s womb welcomes the coming of Christ, and 
rejoices in being “the friend of the bridegroom,” whom he points out as “the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world.”
198

 Going before Jesus “in the spirit and power of Elijah,” John 
bears witness to Christ in his preaching, by his Baptism of conversion, and through his 

martyrdom.
199

 (717-720) 
 

717      “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.”
89

 John was “filled with the 

Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb”
90

 by Christ himself, whom the Virgin Mary had just 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. Mary’s visitation to Elizabeth thus became a visit from God to his 

people.
91

 (523) 
 
495      Called in the Gospels “the mother of Jesus,” Mary is acclaimed by Elizabeth, at the 

prompting of the Spirit and even before the birth of her son, as “the mother of my Lord.”
144

 In 
fact, the One whom she conceived as man by the Holy Spirit, who truly became her Son 
according to the flesh, was none other than the Father’s eternal Son, the second person of the 

Holy Trinity. Hence the Church confesses that Mary is truly “Mother of God” (Theotokos).
145

 
(466, 2677) 

2677    Holy Mary, Mother of God: With Elizabeth we marvel, “And why is this granted me, that the 

mother of my Lord should come to me?”
36

 Because she gives us Jesus, her son, Mary is Mother of 
God and our mother; we can entrust all our cares and petitions to her: she prays for us as she prayed 

for herself: “Let it be to me according to your word.”
37

 By entrusting ourselves to her prayer, we 
abandon ourselves to the will of God together with her: “Thy will be done.” (495, 1020) 
 


